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A Critical Review of Orientalists’ Views on the Uprising of Ashura Emphasizing the Perspectives of the

Supreme Leader (May Allah Prolong His Life) =

Masoud Shamabadi ! and Mohammad Javad Dashti 2
Abstract

The uprising of Imam Hossein (AS) and the events of Ashura are topics that
Western Orientalists have paid particular attention to, providing various analyses.
The purpose of studying and examining the views of Orientalists on the events of
Ashura and Imam Hossein (AS) is to understand their motives and perspectives
sufficiently to respond to possible doubts. This article attempts to discuss the
perspectives of some Orientalists on the Ashura incident using a descriptive-
analytical method. Upon reviewing Orientalist studies, it becomes apparent that
their external viewpoint, prejudice, and their level of access to reliable Islamic
sources have influenced their analyses and examinations in this field. Research
findings indicate that the results of Orientalists’ and Islamic scholars’ studies differ
in some cases from the reality of the matter. Examining the viewpoints of these
Orientalists reveals reasons such as negligence of the Quranic aspect of Imam
Hossein’s uprising, superficial and incorrect analysis of resources in interpretation,
disregard for the spiritual aspect of Ashura, and unfamiliarity with Islamic and
Shiite sources, leading to their inability to present an accurate depiction of Imam
Hossein (AS) and Ashura in the Shiite religion. Ayatollah Khamenei considers the
Ashura uprising a symbol of fighting against oppression and tyranny, marking a
turning point in Islamic history and serving as a model for standing against injustice
and inequality.

Keywords: Imam Hossein (AS), Ashura Uprising, Orientalists, Ayatollah
Khamenei. critical research.
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