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A Critique of the Interpretation of the Perfection [lkma-e-Din] Verse from “The
Study Quran”

Asadullah Muslemifar'

Muhammad Amini Tehrani'
Abstract

The Orientalist researchers of the Quran have compiled a lot of works in
order to interpret the Quran, but the complete interpretation of the Quran by
Muslims in the West is very limited. One of the worthy research works is the
book of Tafsir “the Study Quran”, written by Muslims either living in West or
are native; which is being translated into Persian under the title of “The
Contemporary Interpretation”. One volume of which has been published till
now. Of course, in the current critique, the original book, which is in English,
has been considered, not its [Persian] translation. So, in any part of the
critique, we will not mention its [Persian] translation nor will refer to it. In
addition, the critique is related to the interpretation of the Perfection [Ikma-e-
Din] verse. While the first volume has been translated, there are few volumes
remained yet to reach Surah Ma'idah and the verse of perfection. The choice
of interpretation of the verse of perfection from the above exegesis will be
mentioned forth. This interpretation, in addition to having advantages and
strengths, also has considerations remarked forth in this research.

Keywords: Hossein Nasr, Quran, The Study Quran, Verse of Perfection,
Interpretation, Critique of Exegesis.
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According to most commentators, this verse was revealed as the Prophet was
delivering his Farewell Sermon on Mt. ‘Arafat, which occurred on a Friday
during his final pilgrimage (Q, T, W)
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For this reason and because of its reference to the “perfection of the religion,”
it is one of several verses thought to be among the last the Prophet received (the
others are Y:YAY; £:\VT1; GV YAY4; VY e:\Y)
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A minor opinion expressed by Mujdid, however, held that it was revealed at
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the time of the conquest of Makkah (Q).
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The prohibition that this verse places on certain foods is similar to what is
found in several other verses (Y:\VY; T:0VA-V4, V€05 V11V 0)
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The verb dhakk@which can be a synonym for the verb “to sacrifice” (dhabih),
used in the next phrase, comes from a root meaning “fragrant,” “delicious,” or
“pure.” Some have suggested that its connection to ritual slaughtering is that the
meat of an animal slaughtered in this way becomes fragrant and pleasing to eat,
since with the blood drained it dries quickly; it may also be related to the idea that
the meat of the animal becomes purified thereby ()
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This day those who disbelieve have despaired of your religion means that on
the day this verse was revealed (according to most, on the Day of ‘Arafah during
the Prophet’s final pilgrimage (Q, T)
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The “perfection” of the religion and the “completion” of blessing are widely
understood as referring either to the fact that the Prophet’s pilgrimage to Makkah
established the rites and procedures for the final Muslim ritual obligation, the
hajj, or to the completion of the Quranic revelation, although not all agree that
this was the last verse to be revealed.
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Some claim that no other ritual or legal rulings were revealed to the Prophet
after this day (T, Tu, Z), although others assert that additional verses containing
legal, but not ritual, prescriptions were revealed after this verse (Q)
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According to some early Shiite traditions, this verse was reportedly revealed
at the site of Ghadir Khumm in Juhfah, where the Prophet and the rest of the
pilgrims had halted on their return journey to Madinah after the final pilgrimage.
At this site, the Prophet reportedly declared, “For whomever I am his master
(mawla), ‘All is [also] his master (mawla).” Both Sunni and Shiite sources
record this event, but it holds special significance for Shiites, who understand the

Prophet’s statement on this occasion to have been a direct nomination of ‘Al as
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spiritual and political leader of the Muslim community after the Prophet, an
interpretation not accepted by Sunnis.
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According to these Twelver Shiite traditions, the “perfection of religion™ and
“completion of blessing” in this verse are thus said to refer to the establishment of
spiritual authority (walayah/wilayah or imamah) in the line of “AlT (Qm, T1)
e Gl ) Bsb o 50k o w1 # sly 0o o cancd Sl ) e )
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Some Shiite traditions, however, place both the Prophet’s statement regarding
‘All and this verse at the time of the Prophet’s Farewell Sermon at ‘ Arafah, rather
than at the site of Ghadir Khumm on the return trip to Madinah
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The “perfection of religion” and “completion of blessing” may also refer to the
victory over the idolaters and idolatry and their decisive banishment from the

pilgrimage (T, Z)
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