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Objective: This study was conducted to provide a comprehensive
evaluation of the structure and content of the book Orientalists and
the Qur'an by Dr. Muhammad Hasan Zamani. The book is
recognized as one of the most significant Persian works offering a
systematic critique of Orientalist views on the Holy Qur’an. The
present article seeks to elucidate its strengths, innovations, and
possible shortcomings.

Method: This study was carried out using an analytical—critical
approach and a qualitative research method (content analysis) .

Results: The research corpus consists of the complete text of the
aforementioned book, comprising 590 pages and six main chapters.
The data were collected through an in-(Fepth reading of the work and
the extraction of its structural and substantive components, and were
subsequently analyzed according to the criteria of critical research
and Qur’anic studies. With a coherent structure, the book critiques a
broad spectrum of Orientalist activities and viewpoints in areas such
as translation, dating, origin, compilation, literary structure, and the
teachings of the Qur’an. The findings indicate that the author’s
integrative approach—combining historical, linguistic, and
theological data—together with a fair critique, constitutes one of the
principal strengths of the work. The book achieves twelve key
contributions, including delineating a comprehensive map of
Orientalism, dissecting its presuppositions, presenting a reasoned
defense of the revelatory nature and preservation of the Qur’an, and
offering the first systematic Persian critique of the Encyclopaedia of
the Qur’an (Leiden). Dr. Zamani’s book goes beyond a merely
defensive response and offers a model for indigenous critical
research and scholarly dialogue with Western studies,

Conclusion: thereby strengthening rational—critical discourse in
contemporary Qur'anic studies. Nevertheless, for further
enrichment, the expansion of contemporary linguistic analyses and
updating in light of new trends in Western Qur’anic studies is
recommended. The work constitutes a reliable source for researchers
seeking to provide scholarly responses to doubts and to develop
critical research.
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Introduction

In recent decades, the unprecedented expansion of Orientalist studies on
the Holy Qur’an has rendered the critical examination of these works one of
the necessities in the field of Qur’anic studies. Among the contributions in this
area, the book "Mustashrigan va Qur’an: Naqd va Barresi-yi Ard ’-yi
Mustashrigan Darbareh-yi Qur’an” (Orientalists and the Quran: Criticism
and Examination of Orientalists' Opinions about the Qur’an) by Dr.
Muhammad Hasan Zamani is recognized as one of the most comprehensive
and coherent Persian works in this domain. Despite the importance of this
work and its reception in scholarly circles, no systematic evaluation has yet
been undertaken that simultaneously examines its strengths, achievements,
methodology, and shortcomings within an in-depth case study. The present
article, focusing on this book, seeks to fill this research gap. Its primary
objective is to provide a comprehensive and analytical evaluation of the
structure, content, method of critique, and achievements of the work in order
to clarify its position within the literature of Qur’anic Orientalism criticism
and to pave the way for further studies.

Research Methodology

This research is a qualitative case study employing content analysis. The
research population consists of the complete text of Orientalists and the Qur an
(sixth edition, 1385 [2006], Bustan-e Kitab Publications), comprising 590 pages
and six main chapters. Sampling was purposive and comprehensive, meaning
that the entire work was selected as the unit of analysis.

The principal data collection tool was structured and in-depth note-taking
from the text, focusing on the following components: overall structure and
chapter logic; the author’s methodology of critique; the range of Orientalists
and topics examined; the arguments and evidence presented (historical,
literary, theological); identified or inferred strengths and innovations; and
existing shortcomings or methodological and substantive gaps.

Data analysis was conducted through qualitative descriptive—analytical
content analysis. Extracted data were first categorized and coded (e.g., codes
related to “critique of presuppositions,” “defense of revelatory nature,” “literary
criticism,” etc.). These codes were then organized into major themes (such as
“achievements of the book,” “methodological strengths,” and “recommendations
for development”) and interpreted and synthesized. Evaluation criteria included
internal coherence, argumentative rigor, diversity and depth of sources, fairness
in critique, and effectiveness in responding to doubts.
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Findings

The findings of this evaluation may be presented under two principal axes: strengths
and key achievements, and shortcomings and opportunities for development.

A) Strengths and Key Achievements

Analysis indicates that Dr. Zamani’s work possesses twelve major
achievements that establish it as a reliable source. Among them are:

1. Mapping the Field Comprehensively: Providing a panoramic and
documented account of the scope of Orientalist activities in translation,
publication, lexicography, and encyclopedic compilation.

2. Critical Introduction of Key Figures: Systematic and contextualized
presentation of prominent figures such as Theodor Noldeke, Ignaz Goldziher,
Régis Blachére, and Arthur Jeffery.

3. Dissecting Presuppositions: Moving beyond content critique to a deep
analysis of epistemological presuppositions (such as historicism, denial of
revelation, and religious evolutionism) underlying many Orientalist studies.

4. Systematic Response to Theories of Qur anic Origin: Classification
and critique of fifteen principal Orientalist theories concerning the origin of
the Qur’an, combining transmitted, historical, and rational arguments.

5. Strengthening the Argument for the Preservation of the Qur’an: A
reasoned defense of the precise history of the compilation of the Qur’an and
responses to claims of textual distortion, grounded in Qur’anic sciences and
recurrent historical reports.

6. Scholarly Distinction between Qira’at and Distortion: A precise
differentiation between canonical variant readings (as semantic enrichment)
and claims of textual instability.

7. Explication of the Organic Coherence of the Qur’an: Defense of the
internal continuity and unique stylistic features of the Qur’an against structural
criticisms, drawing upon Arabic rhetoric.

8. Defense of the Independence of Qur’anic Narratives: Demonstrating
the theological purposiveness and narrative independence of Qur’ anic stories
in comparison with Biblical accounts.

9. Rational Elucidation of Qur’anic Teachings: Contextualized and
rational interpretation of concepts such as jihad, the status of women, and
legislation in the Qur’an.

10. Pioneering Critique of the Leiden Encyclopaedia: Presenting the first
comprehensive Persian critique of the Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an (Leiden),
addressing both its merits and its substantive and methodological shortcomings.
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11. Formulating an Indigenous Model of Critique: Establishing a
composite method grounded in mastery of traditional sources, familiarity with
primary Orientalist works, and the application of scholarly critical tools.

12. Deepening Rational-Critical Discourse: Elevating the defense of
Islamic foundations to a level that, while preserving doctrinal principles,
remains presentable within the standards of modern academic research.

The structure and method of the book display logical coherence: a

progression from reporting activities to critiquing foundations (origin), then

the text (history of compilation and structure), and finally content (teachings),
reflecting a holistic design. The prose is scholarly and well-argued.

B) Shortcomings and Areas for Improvement

Despite its many strengths, the evaluation indicates potential areas for
further development:

1. Breadth of Examples: The abundance and diversity of examples in
certain chapters may at times affect the rhythm of discussion and partially
overshadow the central argumentative trajectory.

2. Limited Engagement with Contemporary Methods: A relative
paucity of analyses based on modern linguistics, digital manuscript studies,
and contemporary intertextual approaches prevalent in recent Western
Qur’anic scholarship.

3. Balance in Critique: In some discussions, particularly concerning
Qur’anic teachings, the intensity of critique directed at Orientalist
presuppositions may result in limited acknowledgment of possible
methodological strengths in their works (such as textual precision or historical
analysis).

4. Accessibility: The technical prose and dense referencing render the book
challenging for non-specialists. The absence of a detailed subject index or
concluding chapter summaries may also hinder rapid comprehension.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Dr. Zamani’s Orientalists and the Qur’an
succeed in producing a work that transcends a merely defensive reaction and
emerges as a model of active, reasoned, and fair critical scholarship. Its
distinctive integration of historical, literary, and theological data enhances
analytical depth and establishes it as a foundational source in the critique of
Qur’anic Orientalism. The twelvefold achievements of the book—particularly
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its critique of the Leiden Encyclopaedia and its analysis of presuppositions—
constitute a lasting contribution to the Iranian Qur’anic scholarly community.

Compared with previous studies, this work occupies a distinguished
position in terms of thematic comprehensiveness and methodological
coherence. Nevertheless, the rapid developments in Western Qur’anic studies
after 2010—such as digitalization projects of early manuscripts and
computational analyses—necessitate updating certain discussions of the book.
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