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Objective: James Bellamy i1s among the Orientalists who, 1n his
works, explicitly affirms the existence of errors in certain Qur’anic
propositions and proposes substitute words in order to rectify these
alleged errors, Method :In the entry “Textual Criticism “of the
Quran,” he advances this claim and refers to approximately thirty
instances of error in the Qur’an .
Results: With firm conviction regarding the presence of errors in the
ur’an and the necessity of correcting them, he approaches the
Qur’an without taking into consideration the views of scholars,
intellectuals, and exegetes, and—according to his own assertion—
undertakes the; correction of some of its alleged errors. The principal
axes upon which Bellamy relies in substantiating his claim include:
the non-writing and non-codification of the %Qur’_an during_the
Prophetic era; the absence of evidence for the recitation of a written
ur’an; the alleged recognition of errors in the ‘Uthmanic codex by
irst-generation reciters; the Prophet’s lack of awareness—alon
with that of his audience—of rhetorical defects; the purported lac
of textual coherence in the Qur’an and the glacement of phrases and
words in unsuitable positions. None of these claims possesses a
scientific or literary foundation—particularly in light of the rules of
the Arabic language—and some are based merely on the author’s
personal preference and conjecture .
Conclusion: The cases Bellamy identifies as errors in the Qur’an
have not been raised in any exegetical or Qur’anic sciences
sources. Likewise, his assertions concerning orthographic errors
arising from misspellings, defects in the scribes’ pens, or slips of
the pen are entirely unfounded and stand in opposition to historical
and Qur’anic evidence, as well as to the doctrine of inimitability
tahaddi) and the eloquence and rhetorical excellence of the
ur’an. Bellamy’s claims, which reflect limited familiarity with
the language of the (giur.an, are not accepted even by Certain
Orientalists, who regard his perspective as extreme.
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Introduction

James Bellamy, an American Orientalist, explicitly argues for the presence
of textual errors in the Qur'an. In his entry "Textual Criticism of the Qur'an"
in the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Qur'an, he proposes alternative words and
phrases to correct what he perceives as mistakes. This study examines the
central question: On what foundational axes does Bellamy base his certainty
about the existence of errors in the Qur'an, and what are the critical responses

to his claims?

Methodology

This research employs a critical-analytical method. It systematically
identifies and categorizes the five main premises (axes) underpinning
Bellamy's theory as presented in the Leiden Encyclopedia. The study then
critiques each axis using primary Islamic sources in Qur'anic sciences
(including history of the Qur'an's compilation, orthography, and exegesis),
historical evidence, linguistic analysis (Arabic rhetoric and grammar), and
responses from both Muslim and Western scholars. The analysis focuses on
deconstructing Bellamy's presuppositions and evaluating the validity of his

proposed textual corrections.

Findings

The analysis reveals that Bellamy's theory rests on five unsubstantiated
axes:

Lack of Writing in the Prophetic Era: He claims insufficient manuscripts
and that the Qur'an was primarily oral, with only parts written down.

No Evidence for Recitation from a Written Text: He asserts no proof exists
that early Muslims recited the Qur'an from a written copy.

Early Readers Perceived Errors: He argues the first generation of reciters
identified scribal errors in the Uthmanic codex.

Ignorance of Linguistic Flaws: He suggests the Prophet and his
contemporaries were unaware of linguistic defects in the text.

Textual Incoherence: He posits that the Qur'anic text is disorganized, with
misplaced words and phrases.



343 A Critical Analysis of “James Bellamy s Theory Concerning ...| Majid Maarif et al

The critique finds these axes devoid of scientific, literary, or historical
basis. Historical evidence confirms the Qur'an was systematically written
down during the Prophet's lifetime, with designated scribes. The claim that no
written text was recited is contradicted by numerous accounts of the
compilation process. No historical report indicates early readers (like Ali ibn
Abi Talib, Ubayy ibn Ka'b) found "errors"; their discussions concerned variant
qira'at (recitations), not textual corruption. Bellamy's assertion of linguistic
ignorance ignores the fact that the Qur'an was revealed at the peak of Arabic
eloquence, and its inimitable challenge (tahaddi) remains unmet. The alleged
"incoherence" is a subjective judgment refuted by the Qur'an's profound

structural and rhetorical coherence recognized by experts.

Conclusions

The beliefin Qur'anic errors was absent in early Islam; opponents criticized
its content but never its linguistic integrity.

Bellamy's claims are unsupported by evidence, relying on personal
conjecture and ignoring Muslim scholarship and oral transmission history.

Bellamy's novelty lies only in proposing replacements, a method rejected
by other orientalists like Andrew Rippin as extreme and baseless.

While minor orthographic variations in the Uthmanic codex are
acknowledged by some Muslim scholars, these do not affect the Qur'an's
authenticity and are entirely different from the substantive "errors" Bellamy

claims.

Bellamy fails to cite any Islamic sources, particularly Shia sources,
systematically ignoring the exegetical tradition.

Non-Arab orientalists lack the linguistic authority to "correct” the Qur'an,
especially based on personal taste.

A fundamental oversight is that Arabic grammatical rules were codified
after the Qur'an; the Qur'an itself is the ultimate linguistic criterion.

Despite its flaws, Bellamy's provocative work has paradoxically enriched
Qur'anic studies by prompting robust scholarly defense of the text..
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