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Objective: This article aims to examine and critically assess the
views of Priscilla Sousek, a Western scholar, regarding Prophet
Solomon (“a.s) as presented in the Qur’an. The main focus is on
analyzing Sousek’s approach to elucidating Solomon’s
characteristics and evaluating its compatibility with Qur’anic
teachings and the rational and theological foundations of Islam.

Method: The research methodology combines a library-based
study with critical textual analysis, incorporating, where
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attributes of Solomon: (a) rulership accompanied by knowledge
and wisdom, (b) divine support despite occasional lapses in
worship, and (c) mysterious and seemingly magical abilities by
God’s permission. While some of her analyses offer valuable
insights, her secular and humanistic outlook, reliance on
Isra’iliyyat, normalization of miracles, and attribution of faults
and relations with non-mahram women to Solomon constitute
significant shortcomings

Conclusion: The study concludes that Sousek’s interpretations of
the Qur’an are, in many cases, inaccurate and inconsistent with
the context of the verses, rational principles, literary conventions,
and Islamic teachings, necessitating critical revision and
alignment with authentic Islamic sources.
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Introduction

Understanding and critically evaluating Orientalist perspectives on
Qur’anic knowledge—particularly regarding the prophets of Israel—is
essential for Muslim researchers. In Western academic discourse, some
Orientalist works have been produced with motives beyond scientific inquiry,
including proselytizing or colonial agendas. Prophet Solomon (‘a.s), as one of
the Qur’an’s prominent prophets, has been the subject of numerous Orientalist
studies.

Priscilla Sousek, a professor of art history and researcher of Qur’anic and
Islamic culture, has examined the life and characteristics of Solomon (‘a.s) in
her studies. Based on Qur’anic verses, she identifies three central attributes:
rulership with knowledge and wisdom, divine support despite occasional
lapses in worship, and mysterious or seemingly magical abilities permitted by
God. The present study aims to critically evaluate these views in light of
Qur’anic principles, rational and theological reasoning, and literary and
linguistic standards in Islam.

Research Methodology

The research employs a library-based, analytical-critical approach.
Sousek’s works were carefully examined and compared with relevant
Qur’anic verses and the interpretations of reputable Muslim scholars. The
analysis addresses her references, methods of exegesis, and reliance on
Isra’iliyyat and other non-authentic sources. Additionally, historical sources,
classical exegesis, and hadith literature were utilized to assess the accuracy
and credibility of her interpretations. While the primary focus is on evaluating
Sousek’s perspectives, Muslim scholarly viewpoints were incorporated to
complement and refine the analysis.

Findings

1. Rulership with Knowledge and Wisdom: Sousek portrays Solomon as the
son of David (‘a.s) and heir to his throne, claiming that he surpassed his father
in knowledge and wisdom. The Qur’an confirms that Solomon received
knowledge and wisdom from God and excelled in certain matters relative to his
father, but it does not indicate his absolute superiority over David (‘a.s). The
article finds that Sousek’s secular and humanistic lens reduces the prophetic
guidance and wisdom of Solomon to mere worldly power and dominion,
reflecting a personal, secularized interpretation inconsistent with the Qur’an.



275 An Evaluation of the Views of Priscilla Soucek ... | Hassan Rezaei Haftador et al

2. Divine Support Despite Occasional Lapses in Worship: Sousek suggests
that Solomon, despite occasional lapses in worship, continued to enjoy divine
support, citing Qur’an 38:31-33 and various exegetical interpretations. The
study shows that her understanding of these verses is flawed and largely based
on Isra’iliyyat and non-authentic exegeses. While recounting the story of the
horses, the Qur’an praises Solomon’s elevated rank and divine reward without
implying recurring or structural lapses in worship. From a theological
perspective, the divine prophets are considered infallible, and attributing
lapses in worship to them is inconsistent with Islamic doctrine. Linguistic and
syntactic analysis further indicates that Sousek’s interpretation of terms like
tawarat and mashan as the missing of prayer and the killing of the horses is
incorrect.

3. Mysterious or Magical Abilities: Sousek refers to Solomon’s
extraordinary  abilities as  “mysterious and magical,” including
communication with birds and animals, control over the wind, governance of
jinn, and construction activities executed by subservient beings. While the
Qur’an attributes these abilities to Solomon, the term “magical” is misleading
and inconsistent with Islamic notions of miracles (mu jizah), which are divine
acts beyond human capacity. Attributing these powers to human capability
rather than divine ordinance contradicts the Qur’anic portrayal.

4. Reliance on Isra iliyyat and Non-Authentic Sources: Sousek frequently
cites Isra’iliyyat and questionable narratives, such as those involving the
inspection or slaughter of horses. Examination of these sources reveals
insufficient authenticity, and even classical commentators like al-Tabar1 have
expressed skepticism toward them. Reliance on such sources has contributed
to inaccurate conclusions that conflict with Qur’anic teachings.

Conclusion

The study concludes that, although Sousek’s work demonstrates attention
to historical context and Qur’anic narratives, it suffers from significant
scholarly and theological weaknesses. Strengths include highlighting
Solomon’s rulership and wisdom; however, her secular and humanistic
perspective, reliance on Isra’iliyyat, and misinterpretation of miracles and
alleged lapses in worship result in flawed portrayals. Furthermore, her views
conflict with the Qur’anic context, the principle of prophetic infallibility,
literary and linguistic norms, and rational and theological principles. This
research emphasizes that critical evaluations of Orientalist studies should be
grounded in accurate Qur’anic exegesis, authentic Islamic sources, and sound
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rational and theological reasoning. Reliance on Isra’iliyyat or weak narratives
distorts the true depiction of divine prophets. Correcting such
misinterpretations not only clarifies the image of Prophet Solomon (‘a.s) but

also underscores the necessity for informed and scholarly critique of Western
studies in Qur’anic research.
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Soucek, Priscilla, «Material Culture and the Quran», Encyclopaedia of the
Quran, Leiden: Brill, 2003a.

Soucek, Priscilla, «Solomon», Encyclopaedia of the Quran, Leiden: Brill,
2003b.

Soucek, Priscilla, «Solomon’s throne/Solomon’s bath». Model or metaphor,
in Ars orientalis 23, 1993.
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