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Introduction

The book The Study Quran (2015), edited by Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr with
the collaboration of his students, was published with the aim of presenting a
contemporary and accessible commentary for non-Muslim audiences. Its
Persian translation, titled Tafsir-e Mu ‘asiraneh-ye Qur 'an-e Karim (lit. The
Contemporary Interpretation of the Holy Qur’an), has enabled broader
scholarly engagement and, through the addition of translators’ notes, has
remedied certain shortcomings of the original text. A major issue surrounding
this work is its use of Isra’iliyyat, as such reports can significantly influence
the understanding of Qur’anic verses and potentially convey inaccurate
perceptions of Qur’anic teachings. The term Isra@ iliyyat refers to narratives
and notions that entered Islamic theology from Jewish and Christian sources
and have no basis in the Qur’an or Prophetic tradition. In classical exegesis,
Sunni scholars have accepted some of these reports and remained silent about
others, whereas Shi‘i scholars generally reject orally transmitted Isra tliyyat
and accept only those that conform to reliable transmitted standards.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and applies
established criteria for critiquing Isra iliyyat within the Islamic exegetical
tradition to examine the commentary on Stirat al-Baqarah (Qur’an 2) in Tafsir-
e Mu ‘asiraneh-ye Qur’an-e Karim. The researcher identifies various types of
Israelite material in the text and analyzes them in terms of their conformity
with the Qur’an, their rational acceptability or rejection, and their role in
shaping the understanding of the verses.

Findings

Content analysis indicates that Israelite reports in Tafsir-e Mu ‘dsiraneh-ye
Qur’an-e Karim fall into several categories:

Explanatory Reports: Some Isra ‘iliyyat are used to clarify details of verses,
such as explaining Jewish enmity toward Gabriel. Despite providing historical
or cultural context, these reports typically lack definitive validation or
rejection and, from a Shi‘i perspective, their transmission is discouraged.

Comparisons Between the Qur’an and the Bible: In some cases, the
commentary accurately identifies similarities between the Qur’an and the Old
and New Testaments, such as parallels in prophetic narratives, the law of
retribution, and the selection of Talit (Saul). Certain comparisons are thematic
rather than historical or detailed and help clarify divine intent.



185 A Critical Analysis of Israelite ... | Ali Temski Bidgoli and Seyed Mohammad Hosseinipour

Incorrect Correspondences: At times, the alignment of Qur’anic narratives
with Biblical accounts is flawed—for example, in the story of the slaughtered
cow, the migration of Hagar and Ishmael, the raising of the mountain over the
Israelites, and Pharaoh’s killing of the sons of the Children of Israel. Such
correspondences prioritize Israelite material over the apparent meaning of the
Qur’an and disrupt proper understanding of the verses.

Silence Regarding Isra’iliyyat Contrary to the Qur’an: Some biblical
notions clearly contradict the Qur’an, such as the misguidance of Adam and
Eve, the alleged disbelief of Prophet Solomon, and the belief in divine sonship
within Christianity. The commentary remains silent about these issues and
offers no critical evaluation, possibly reflecting a pluralistic outlook that views
elements of Islamic truth as present in other religions.

Implicit Weakening of Isra tliyyat: Certain narrative details from the Bible
are presented in ways that diminish their credibility without explicit rejection
or condemnation, such as aspects of the creation of Adam and Eve or the story
of Hariit and Martt. While this approach suggests a degree of skepticism
toward Israelite material, it lacks sufficient scholarly critique.

The study demonstrates that:

In some instances, Isra iliyyat contribute to clarifying Qur’anic concepts,
but in others, unacceptable and erroneous correspondences distort
understanding.

Ignoring explicit contradictions between the Qur’an and Israelite reports—
particularly regarding prophetic infallibility and belief—can reinforce
misconceptions among non-Muslim readers.

The commentary adopts a pluralistic and lenient stance toward Isra tliyyat
that does not fully align with the Qur’an-by-Qur’an exegetical method or
established principles of Islamic exegetical criticism.

In certain cases, the extensive inclusion of Israelite material without
practical conclusions leads to marginalization of the main discussion and
limits the effective use of historical information.

Conclusion

Analysis of Suirat al-Baqarah (Qur’an 2) reveals that Tafsir-e Mu ‘asiraneh-
ve Qur’an-e Karim exhibits both clear strengths and weaknesses in its
treatment of Isra tliyyat. Accurate comparative use of biblical material can
enhance understanding of some verses and illuminate shared historical
contexts; however, incorrect correspondences, neglect of contradictions with
the Qur’an, and silence regarding biblical myths constitute serious
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deficiencies. The study therefore recommends a critical reassessment of the
employment of Isra iliyyat and correction of erroneous comparisons. Such
revision can contribute to a more accurate understanding of the Qur’an, offer
a sound and credible commentary for non-Muslim audiences, and prevent the
dilution of Qur’anic teachings. Overall, this research highlights the
importance of rigorous scholarly evaluation of Israelite material and its precise
comparison with the Qur’an and Islamic tradition, while proposing
methodological approaches for correcting interpretive errors and offering a
systematic critique of this work.
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