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Objective: This study aims to provide a critical analysis of
Rahemtulla and Ababneh’s reading of Lady Khadijah (peace be
upon her) as a model of female agency. The principal objective is
to examine and evaluate their perspectives in light of the Qur’anic
paradigm of women’s agency and to uncover the epistemological
and methodological foundations of Orientalist discourse in their
historical representation of Lady Khadijah (peace be upon her) .
Method: The present research adopts an interdisciplinary
approach (Qur’anic studies and sociology) and employs a

escriptive-analytical method. Data were collected through
documentary research, including content analysis of the 2021
article by Rahemtulla and Ababneh, as well as relevant Qur’anic
verses and exegetical sources. The materials were analyzed within
a fivefold critical framework: Qur’anic methodology, conceptual
examination, comparative evaluation, discourse analysis, and
assessment of coherence with revelation .

Results: The findings indicate that the aforementioned readin
aligns with the Qur’anic model in areas such as Lady Khadijah’s
familial, social, economic, and religious support. However, the
introduction of concepts such as “matriarchy” in describing the
relationship between Lady Khadijah and the Prophet (peace be
upon him and his household), as well as the emphasis on her
decisive role in identifying revelation, is inconsistent with the
internal logic of the Qur’an and authentic narrations.

Conclusion: These interpretations appear to stem from feminist
presuppositions and an Orientalist discourse framework. Despite
its %osmve aspects, the model &roposed by Rahemtulla and
Ababneh—due to its reliance on Western theoretical frameworks
and its neglect of revelatory criteria—results in the reproduction
of a constructed and non-indigenous image of Lady Khadijah
(peace be upon her). This study underscores the necessity of
grounding Islamic paradigms in the Qur’an and avoiding the
projection of modern concepts onto religious texts.
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Introduction

The historical character of Lady Khadijah (peace be upon her), as the first
believer in the Prophet’s mission, has in the contemporary period been
subjected to reinterpretations influenced by Western and feminist approaches.
The article by Rahemtulla and Ababneh entitled “Reclaiming Khadija's and
Muhammad s Marriage as an Islamic Paradigm: Toward a New History of the
Muslim Present” (2021) represents one such effort. Aiming to present a model
for Muslim women in the modern era, the authors re-examine Lady Khadijah’s
character through a multidimensional lens. Despite the rich scholarly legacy
concerning her life, a significant gap remains in the systematic critique of
modern readings from a Qur’anic perspective and in uncovering the
Orientalist conceptual underpinnings embedded within them. Accordingly, the
present study critically examines Rahemtulla and Ababneh’s perspective by
questioning the extent of its alignment or misalignment with the Qur’anic
paradigm of female agency and by analyzing its methodological foundations.

Research Methodology

This research adopts an interdisciplinary approach, combining Qur’anic
studies and sociology, and employs a descriptive-analytical method. The
corpus includes the 2021 article by Rahemtulla and Ababneh, relevant
Qur’anic verses, authoritative exegetical works, and historical sources related
to the life of Lady Khadijah (peace be upon her). Data were collected through
documentary research and qualitative content analysis.

For analytical purposes, a fivefold critical framework was utilized: (1)
methodological critique grounded in the Qur’an; (2) conceptual analysis of
employed terminologies (such as “matriarchy”); (3) comparative evaluation
with the Qur’anic model of female agency; (4) discourse analysis to uncover
underlying intellectual premises; and (5) assessment of coherence with
revelatory foundations. Key concepts such as “agency,” “subjectivity,” and
“matriarchy” were redefined within a Qur’anic-Islamic framework and
subsequently compared with the propositions advanced in the article.

Findings

The findings are organized across five domains of Lady Khadijah’s agency
as presented by Rahemtulla and Ababneh and evaluated in light of the Qur’an:
- Familial Agency: The authors emphasize Lady Khadijah’s expressions
of affection, her provision of tranquility, motherhood, and her role as a
“maternal locus.” These elements correspond with Qur’anic verses



115 Lady Khadijah (peace be upon her) and the ...| Marzieh Mohases and Zahra Besharati

concerning affection (mawadda) and mercy (rahma) between spouses and the
elevated status of motherhood. However, characterizing the marital
relationship as “matriarchal” and portraying the Prophet (peace be upon him
and his household) as the dependent party conflicts with the Qur’anic model

of justice-based reciprocity.

- Social Agency: Lady Khadijah’s supportive role in confronting the

hostility of Quraysh aligns with the Qur’anic paradigm of women’s social
agency, as exemplified by figures such as Maryam (peace be upon her) and
the daughters of Shu‘ayb (peace be upon him). Nevertheless, reducing her
status to that of the “more powerful partner” in a “vertical” and
matriarchal relationship overlooks the spiritual and dialogical dimensions
of the marital bond.

- Doctrinal Agency: The emphasis on Lady Khadijah as the first believer
and as playing a role in affirming the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
household) accords with the Qur’anic portrayal of believing women such as
Asiyah and Maryam (peace be upon them). However, the claim that Lady
Khadijah or Waraqah ibn Nawfal resolved the Prophet’s alleged doubt
concerning revelation is inconsistent with Qur’anic verses (e.g., Qur’an 53:11)
and lacks reliable historical substantiation, as well as rational coherence.

- Political Agency: References to Lady Khadijah’s access to influential
networks, her support for the emigrants to Abyssinia, and her solidarity during
the Meccan boycott may be aligned with the Qur’anic model of women’s
political agency, such as that of the Queen of Sheba and the women’s pledge
of allegiance to the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household). However,
this dimension remains underdeveloped in their analysis.

- Economic Agency: The portrayal of Lady Khadijah as a successful
merchant and financial supporter of Islam corresponds with the Qur’anic
recognition of women’s economic participation (e.g., Qur’an 4:32) and
examples such as the daughters of Shu‘ayb. Yet, the excessive emphasis on
wealth as a source of dominance or as generating the Prophet’s dependence
constitutes a reductionist interpretation incompatible with the objectives of
prophethood.

In sum, while the article positively acknowledges the active dimensions of
Lady Khadijah’s character in ways consistent with the Qur’an, the
introduction of imported concepts such as “matriarchy” and discourse
analyses derived from postcolonial feminism results in the construction of an
inauthentic and artificially framed image.
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Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the reading advanced by Rahemtulla and
Ababneh, despite its claim to offer an Islamic model, becomes entangled in an
Orientalist duality. On the one hand, it critiques Western feminism in pursuit
of indigenous empowerment; on the other, it employs conceptual frameworks
derived from that same discourse - such as matriarchy and class-based power
analysis - to interpret religious texts. This approach leads to the projection of
modern categories onto early Islamic history and reduces a relationship
founded upon affection and mercy to a power-centered dynamic. The primary
inconsistency lies in disregarding the internal logic of revelation and the
Qur’an’s dignity-centered criteria in articulating women’s agency.
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