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Objective: This study focuses on South Arabian inscriptions to
conduct a comparative analysis of slaughter laws in the Qur’an, the
Torah, and the Gospel. Emphasizing Holger Zellentin’s theoretical
framework, it critically reassesses the hypothesis that Qur’anic legal
rulings are derived from earlier scriptures. The primary aim is to
elucidate the historical, linguistic, and legal roots of slaughtering
regulations and dietary prohibitions, and to demonstrate the Qur’an’s
position as a creative continuation of pre-Islamic Semitic traditions .

Method: The research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology
grounded in intertextual, epigraphic, and linguistic studies, alongside
library-based source analysis. Epigraphic data from South Arabia are
examined in conjunction with relevant Qur’anic verses and passages
from the Two Testaments .

Results: The findings indicate that concepts such as purity, impurity,
blood, and sacrificial slaughter possess deep roots in Semitic legal
culture and in the legal traditions of non-Jewish communities, as
reflected in South Arabian inscriptions. The Qur’an reconfigures this
shared heritage through conceptual reconstruction, transcending local
and ethnic frameworks and transforming it into a universal legal
system for the Islamic community .

Conclusion: The study concludes that Qur’anic slaughter laws are not
the result of linear borrowing from the Torah or the Gospel. Rather,
they emerge from multilayered historical, linguistic, and cultural
interactions within South Arabia. While maintaining continuity with
earlier traditions, the Qur’an affirms its interpretive independence and
distinct legal identity.
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Introduction

Comparative studies of the Qur’an and the Two Testaments constitute one
of the most significant fields within comparative theology and Orientalist
scholarship. Within this domain, juridical rulings—particularly those
concerning slaughter and dietary prohibitions—have long been a focal point
of debate between adoption-oriented theories and approaches emphasizing the
Qur’an’s independence. Drawing on South Arabian epigraphic evidence and
Holger Zellentin’s analytical framework, the present study seeks to move
beyond purely textual comparison and to reinterpret the Qur’an within the
historical, cultural, and legal context of the pre-Islamic Arabian Peninsula.

South Arabian inscriptions, as material witnesses to ancient Semitic
civilizations, enable the reconstruction of shared linguistic, ritual, and legal
backgrounds among Jewish, Christian, and Arab communities. These
inscriptions demonstrate that the Qur’an did not emerge in a cultural vacuum;
rather, it developed its independent identity through active engagement with
existing traditions. Focusing on slaughter laws—due to their central role in
religious identity, ritual purity, and social boundary-making—provides a
productive lens for examining the dynamics of continuity and rupture between
the Qur’an and earlier scriptures.

Research Methodology

This article employs a descriptive—analytical and interdisciplinary
methodology. First, South Arabian epigraphic materials (Sabaean,
Qatabanian, and Minaean) are analyzed from lexical and ritual-conceptual
perspectives. Subsequently, Qur’anic verses related to slaughter, blood, purity,
and impurity - particularly Qur’an 5:3 and 6:145 - are compared with relevant
passages from the Old Testament (e.g., Leviticus 17) and the New Testament
(e.g., Acts 15).

The primary theoretical framework is derived from Holger Zellentin’s Law
Beyond Israel: From the Bible to the Quran, which emphasizes the legal
continuity of Semitic traditions and their creative redefinition in the Qur’an.
In addition, Shi‘i and Sunni exegetical sources, contemporary Orientalist
scholarship, and historical-epigraphic studies are utilized to enrich the
analysis. The intertextual method allows for tracing shared concepts and
identifying fundamental distinctions at linguistic, legal, and theological levels.
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Findings

The findings demonstrate that core concepts related to slaughtering and dietary
prohibitions possess a broad pre-Islamic Semitic legal background. South Arabian
inscriptions provide evidence for lexical usage related to impurity and roots
associated with purity and purification, indicating the existence of ritual purity
systems prior to Islam. These data suggest that regulations concerning blood,
carrion, and sacrificial slaughter were not exclusive to Judaism or Christianity but
were embedded in the regional legal culture.

In Judaism, the prohibition of consuming blood and the requirement of
ritual slaughter (shehitah) are closely tied to ethnic exclusivity and Israelite
identity. Early Christianity, particularly as reflected in Acts of the Apostles,
retains certain dietary restrictions for non-Jews but gradually distances itself
from a systematic legal framework. The Qur’an, while preserving shared
principles such as the prohibition of blood and carrion, removes slaughter laws
from ethnic exclusivity and reframes them as a universal legal system. The
Qur’anic emphasis on slaughtering “in the name of Allah” and the rejection
of polytheistic rituals signify a conscious rupture from pre-Islamic pagan
customs alongside a redefinition of Semitic traditions.

Lexical analysis of terms such as rijs (abomination), najasah (impurity), and
taharah (purity) reveals that the Qur’an does not treat impurity merely as a ritual
condition but links it to moral and even demonic dimensions. According to
Zellentin, this represents a response to interpretive gaps in Rabbinic Judaism
and early Christianity, which lacked a coherent system for extending purity laws
to non-Jews. Through this conceptual reconstruction, the Qur’an transforms
interpretive fragmentation into a cohesive guidance system.

Conclusion

The study ultimately concludes that Qur’anic slaughter laws cannot be
understood as direct borrowings from the Torah or the Gospel. Epigraphic
evidence from South Arabia and intertextual analysis demonstrate that the
Qur’an emerged within a dynamic Semitic legal culture and established an
independent juridical and interpretive identity through creative redefinition of
this shared heritage. The similarities between the Qur’an and the Two
Testaments thus reflect the continuity of a common regional tradition rather
than textual dependence. By elevating these laws from a local and ethnic
context to the universal horizon of the Islamic community, the Qur’an
positions itself as a reformative, creative, and autonomous continuation of
Semitic legal traditions.
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