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The issue of the Qur’an’s structure and coherence has long
been a topic of discussion among Qur’anic scholars and
critics, with Islamic scholars proposing various approaches
to elucidate it. Among the researchers who have advanced
theories on this subject is Michel Cuypers, a Belgian scholar
who seeks to demonstrate the Qur’an’s structural unity and
interconnectedness by applying the principles of Semitic
rhetoric.

This study employs analytical methods based on Cuypers’
approach to investigate the highly symmetrical structure of
“the bride of the Qur’an,” Surat al-Rahman. The aim is to
explore the distinctive organization of this stirah through
Cuypers’ method and to demonstrate the coherence between
its verses and overall composition by mapping its elements
to features of Semitic rhetoric, as well as to evaluate the
effectiveness of this approach.

Following Cuypers’ model, the analysis first divides Strat
al-Rahman into ten interconnected sections and then
examines the relationships among them. The arrangement of
the siirah’s verses, according to Semitic rhetorical theory,
forms a six-part parallel structure: initially presenting three
thematic units, followed by three additional units that
correspond through contrast, causality, and further contrast
to the first three. Uncovering these links between seemingly
distant segments not only reveals the sfirah’s unique
organization but also contributes to a deeper understanding
of the divine intent and the emergence of its layered
meanings.
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Problem Statement

One of the fundamental issues in Quranic studies is the examination of the
structure and arrangement of verses and chapters in the Holy Quran. This
question has consistently attracted the attention of both Muslim Quran
scholars and Orientalists. Whether the Quran has an internal structure and
specific organization or is merely a scattered collection of verses and chapters
has been a topic of serious reflection, leading to multiple theories. The
importance of this matter stems from the fact that discovering the internal
structures of the Quran can enhance the understanding of the divine message,
allow for a more accurate interpretation of the concepts and meanings of the
verses, and promote deeper exegetical work. Among the contemporary
theoretical approaches to this issue, the analytical method of “Sami Rhetoric,”
proposed by Belgian researcher Michel Cuypers, has gained a special place.
Cuypers aims to demonstrate the cohesion and structural consistency of the
chapters of the Quran by relying on the principles of Sami rhetoric, thereby
positioning himself against views that consider the Quran to lack structural
coherence.

Research Objective

This study aims to investigate the structure and internal organization of
Surah Ar-Rahman—referred to as the “Bride of the Quran”—using Cuypers'
method of Sami rhetoric. The author seeks to apply the proposed elements and
components in Cuypers’ model to analyze the structural coherence of the
verses in Surah Ar-Rahman and to demonstrate that this surah possesses not
only internal coherence but also a symmetry and meaning-centered
organization.

Research Method

The methodology of this research is analytical-descriptive based on Michel
Cuypers' theoretical framework within Sami rhetoric. In this framework,
Surah Ar-Rahman is divided into ten interconnected sections, and then the
relationships between these sections are analyzed using a parallel structure
approach. According to Cuypers' model, the surah is divided into six
symmetrical segments, wherein the first three segments address three
independent themes, while the subsequent three segments are respectively
related to them in contrasting, causal, and oppositional relationships.
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Findings and Conclusion

The structural analysis of Surah Ar-Rahman based on Michel Cuypers'
Sami rhetoric theory reveals that this surah possesses a precise, symmetrical,
and meaning-centered organization that connects seemingly distant parts
through oppositional and causal relationships. These connections enable the
audience to achieve a deeper understanding of the concepts within the surah
and clearly perceive the coherence between the verses, which may initially
seem fragmented. The findings of this study indicate that Cuypers' method in
analyzing the structures of the surahs can serve as a valuable tool for
uncovering the hidden layers of organization within the Quran and
strengthening interpretive understanding of it. Therefore, utilizing Sami
rhetoric in the analysis of other surahs could open new pathways in structural
Quran studies.
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