. X Lollall Jaliaall daols ’:
FE YT pa OFF e g Gy V8 lad e} gh Jluw colunlidiygla 89508 el daliliad g0y D riversity p4
Bi-Quarterly Scientific of the Qur'an and Orientalists, Autumn and Winter 2025 19 (37), P:321-340 Ssa 5 0,8 e Gy gel paine ‘

An Analysis of the Role of Exegetical Narratives in Tabari and
Baghawi in Shaping Orientalists’ Doubts *

Mohammad Mahdavi ! and Najibeh Abbasi 2 and Seyyed Hossein Olyannasab 2

Rbstract

The claim of the Qur’an’s dependence on the Bible is one of the most significant
topics of discussion among Orientalists, which has been purposefully and prominently
raised in recent periods by scholars such as Geiger, Noldeke, Montgomery Watt,
Youssef Darreh Haddad, Richard Bell, and others. One of the main factors contributing
to this misconception about the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) and the Qur’an’s
alleged borrowing from the Bible is the presence of weak and incorrect material in
some Islamic sources, as well as the infiltration of Isra’iliyyat (Israclite narratives) into
Sunni exegeses. This has provided Orientalists with grounds to use these sources as
evidence for their claims. Therefore, the main question of this research is: What role do
the narratives in the exegeses of TabarT and Baghaw play in Orientalists’ references to
the claim of the Qur’an’s dependence on the Bible? The findings of this study,
conducted using a descriptive-explanatory method and documentary analysis, reveal
that the exegeses of Tabarl and Baghawi have been among the reference sources for
Orientalists and have contributed to reinforcing this claim in areas such as the
borrowing of laws and ethics, the Prophet’s teachers, the presence of foreign words in
the Qur’an, shared historical stories, and the validation of certain narratives related to
Qur’anic stories derived from the Old Testament. The results indicate that both
exegeses have played a role in shaping this doubt, but the influence of Baghawt’s
exegesis is significantly less compared to that of Tabar.

Keywords: Claim of the Qur’an’s Dependence, Orientalism, Tabar’s Exegesis,
Baghawt’s Exegesis, The Bible (The Old and New Testaments).
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