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It is he who sent down upon you the book (q.v), wherein are verses
clear (ayat muhkamat) that are the essence of the book (umm al-kitab),
and others ambiguous (mutashbihat) (EQ,2001,70).
N
Allah is the One Who has sent down to you [O, Messenger] the [Holy]
Book; some of its Words of Revelation Are Decisive and Explicit and
these are The basics of the Book and others are Ambiguous.
a4 SyiS (J BB der g ) €S ofly ades 5 oyl 45 o o dasMe a5 ol
2 Sl 00 dax 5 «Decisive and Explicity « odlj)law ol aes 5 )5 ¢ «clear»
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sl 03905 Jicypdy) 1 03l Slime oy 4y ((olad g ol
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1SS (I @l e
God has sent down the fairest discourse as a book consimilar (kitaban
mutashabihan) (EQ,2001,70).
030 )lbo @3B der 3
Allah has sent down the Supreme Message in the Book. The Words of

Revelation of the Holy Qur'an Concerning their meanings are similar.
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[14] The Muhkam are defined as independent verses that need no
explanation (Mawardi, Nukat, i, 396; Ibn al-Jawzi, Zad, i, 350; Abu
Hayyan, Bahr, ii, 381): EQ, p75.
[15]...the mutashabih are those that may be interpreted in more than
\00

one way (Tabari, Tafsir, iii, 115-6; al-Jassas, Ahkam, ii, 281; Mawardi,
Nukat, i, 396; Wahidi, Wasit, i, 413-4; Baghawi, Ma'alim, i, 427; Tabarsi,
Majma', ii, 15; Qurtubi, Jami', iv, 10; Suyuti, Itqan, iii, 4; Shawkani,
Tafsir, i, 314): EQ, p 73



[16]...the mutashabih are those that may be interpreted in more than
one way (Tabari, Tafsir, iii, 115-6; al-Jassas, Ahkam, ii, 281; Mawardi,
Nukat, i, 396; Wahidi, Wasit, i, 413-4; Baghawi, Ma'alim, i, 427; Tabarsi,
Majma', ii, 15; Qurtubi, Jami', iv, 10; Suyuti, Itqan, iii, 4; Shawkani,
Tafsir, 1, 314): EQ,p 73

[17] The relation between the two components of the Qur'an is
governed by the meaning ascribed to the word mutashabih, for which the
exegetical literature offers a variety of definitions. The meaning of
"similar" is used to document the miraculous nature of the Qur'an. On the
other hand, the term interpreted as "ambiguous" has wider implications
and bears upon three qur'anic issues...: EQ, p 70.

[18] Almost every commentator identifies the "mysterious letters"
(fawatih - or awa'ilal-suwar, see LETTERS AND MYSTERIOUS
LETTERS) of the Qur'an as mutashabih (e.g. Tabari, Tafsir, iii, 116-7).
These are the letters that occur at the beginning of certain suras and
whose meaning is unclear: EQ, p 75.

[19] ... several topics defines as mutashabih are mentioned:
resurrection day, the appearance of the Antichrist befor the end of days,
the return of Christ and the prophesied day the sun will rise in the west,

among others: EQ, p 73.
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[22] The correlation between the mutashabih verses and dissention
was also mentioned in the discussion of the reasons for the existence of
the mutashabih in the Qur'an: God revealed them to test the people.
Those who do not follow the mutashabih will be rewarded as true
believers, while those who follow them will go astray: EQ, p 74.

[23] Had the Qur'an consisted only of muhkamverses, there would
have been no need for the science of the interpretation of the Qur'an to
develop: EQ,p75.

[24] Had every verse been clear to everyone, the difference in people's
abilities would not come to the fore. The learned (‘alim) and the ignorant
(jahil) would have been equal...: EQ, p 75.

[25] The ambiguity of the mutashabih verses enables believers to
interpret them in more than one way. This means that the Qur'an
accommodates more than one approach to a given issue and that different
trends in Islam are likely to find their ideas reflected in the Qur'an. This
allows the holy text to serve as a source of answers and solutions to any
problem at any time and represents one of the central aspects of the

miraculous nature of the Qur'an: EQ, p 76.
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i S g Sl 1S 1S it adllae (1) 395 jlunod wSxe 395 e 4 ]
(oW wliscd yro o500 I iliiiio 9 e
[27] The Muhkam, by interpreting the Mutashabih, clears away any
misunderstanding that might mislead the believer. It thus can happen that when
a believer consults a Muhkam to understand an ambiguous Mutashabih, he

finds his way to the true faith. When a Mutashabih is not interpreted in
accordance with a Muhkam, those who rely on it will go astray: EQ, p 75.



[28] Thus the ambiguity of the Mutashabih creates the need to
scrutinize them. Had the Qur'an consisted only of Muhkam verses, there
would have been no need for the science of the interpretation of the
Qur'an to develop. Had every verse been clear to everyone, the difference
in people's abilities would not come to the fore. The learned (‘alim) and
the ignorant (jahil) would have been equal and intellectual endeavor
would cease: EQ, p 75.
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