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Abstract

In recent decades, the people of the world have witnessed the appearance
of terrorist and jihadist groups, that each of them has somehow challenged the
issue of jihad, the apocalypse and the events of the end of the world with the
Islamic suffix and the spread of non-human actions. These actions have
provided the ground for extensive Islamic researches by western scholars, so
far as that some scholars have pay attention deeply to the close relationship
between these three topics. David Cook is one of the well-known specialists in
this field who has written several books and articles on “jihad”, martyrdom
and apocalyptic literature and believes that there is a direct and strong
connection between these issues. This article seeks to investigate the
viewpoints of David Cook about the relationship between “jihad” and
apocalyptic literature in a descriptive-analytical method by the critical
approach. Cook thinks that the belief in the imminent end of the world is the
principal factor of the spread of Islam and the conquests of Muslims; because
without this final date in mind, it would have been difficult for Muslim
fighters to participate in the war and endure its problems and suffering.
Indeed, the basis of this kind of thinking is the verses of the Qur’an about the
imminent end of the world and some traditions. On the one hand, the present
study indicates that the origin of such a viewpoint is to have a superficial and
selective approach in reasoning to verses and hadiths, and on the other hand,
to adopt the presumption of belligerence and violence nature of the doctrine of
“jihad” in Islam.

Keywords: Quran, Jihad, Apocalypse/ Eschaton, David Cook, War,
Violence
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