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Abstract

Whereas the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Qur'an is a scientific reference for
English-speaking scholars to understand Islam and the higher teachings of the
Qur’an; it is also necessary to check and determine the validity of its articles;
therefore, the present article, by referring to library sources and descriptive-
analytical method and observing the principle of fairness and realism, has
studied and scientifically criticized the article of Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS) from
this encyclopedia. The findings of the leading research indicate that the author
of this subject - Ali Asani - was not only incapable of a complete and
comprehensive introduction of Imam Ali (as), but also due to the lack of
reference to numerous and original Shiite sources, he has not stated correctly
and accurately some of the virtues of this great Imam. This inaccurate
statement, in addition to distorting the truth, has also deprived the audience of
this encyclopedia of a correct understanding of the true face of the greatest
figure in the Islamic world after the Messenger of God (PBUH).
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[3]. Alib. Abi Talib

The cousin of the Prophet Muhammad and husband of his daughter Fatima. Alt b. Ab1 Talib
(d. 40 / 661) was among the first to embrace Islam and was renowned for his loyalty to the
Prophet and his courageous role in a number of the military expeditions in the defense of the early
Muslim community. Also known for his piety, his profound knowledge of the Quran and the
sunna (the exemplary practice of the Prophet; see sunna), he figures prominently in several
esoteric traditions in Islam including stfi sm (see sufism and the Quran).

Shi 1 Muslims — originally “the partisans of Ali” (shiat Ali, see shia) — citing texts from the
Quran and the hadith, maintain that on the Prophet’s death the temporal and spiritual leadership of
the Muslim community should have devolved to Ali, but instead was usurped by other close
Companions of the Prophet (q.v). According to Shi T doctrine, Al as the divinely designated
imam (q.v.) also bore the responsibility for preserving the divine message of the Quran after its
revelation. Upon his passing, his direct descendants inherited the imamate, although few of them
were able to exercise the powers of their position due to persecution by the rival Sunni rulers as
well as the Sunni religious establishment.

Early Shi 1 tradition claims that AlT had in his possession an authentic version of the Quran
which was rejected by his political opponents among the powerful Meccan tribe of the Quraysh
(q.v). Instead the vulgate commissioned by his rival, the caliph Uthman (q.v.), and purged of the
verses naming AlT and the other members of the Prophet’s family as the leaders of the community
became canonical (see collection of the Quran). According to the lore of the Twelver (or Imami)

Shiites, the succeeding imams secretly passed down Ali’s copy of the Quran, the contents of
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which will be revealed to the world by the messianic twelfth imam. Shii views on the nature of
Alr’s Qur’an were gradually modified from the fourth /tenth century onwards, when the majority
of Shi 1 scholars came to accept the accuracy of the official Uthmanic vulgate, disputing only the
order of the chapters and verses. Ali’s Qur’an, they believed, while not containing any additional
revealed texts, presented the chapters and the verses in the original order of their revelation and
held as well his personal notes. This original arrangement and Ali’s notes were what subsequent
imams passed on. Nevertheless, All in his capacity as the imam, was held to possess a special
knowledge of the inner meaning of the Quran and hence was in a position to engage in
hermeneutic interpretation (ta’wil) of the text (see exegesis of the Quran: classical and medieval).
This divinely endowed knowledge which All transmitted to his descendants provided the Shi 1
Imams with insight into the esoteric aspect (batin) of the revelation, thus enabling him to guide
the faithful to a truer and more comprehensive understanding of God’s guidance to humanity. The
Shi 1 imam in the role of the supreme interpreter of God’s revelation is often referred to as the
“speaking Quran (al-Qur’an al-natiq), while the text itself is called “the silent leader” (al-imam al-
samit). See also family of the prophet; shiism and the Quran.

Ali S. Asani
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[6] see Etan Kohlberg,’some notes on the Imamite Attitude to the Quran in: S.M. Stern A.
Hourani V. Brown (eds.), Islamic Philosophy and the Classical Tradition, Essays Presented to R.
Walzer, Oxford, 1972, pp. 209-224.
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