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Ohjective: The study of the hmstoniograpny of the Holy Prophets
Sireh (biography) from the perspective of non-hduslim sources,
icutarly the texts of Oriental and Byzantine Christians, 13 che of

e most complex areas in Western Islamic studies. The objective of
thiz research is to critically examine these early historiographies
and evaluate the hypothesis of whether these texts —which were

formed not on the basis of objective histori by, but within the
framework of theological conflicts and polifical nvalries—can be
anal under the concept of "counter-history." This evaluation is

ucted relying on the intellectnal frame of Imam Khamenei
regarding the current of Takrf (distortion) and authentic narrative.
ethodology: To recomstruct: the theovetical framework of
“counter-history” and analyze the for-mentioned texts, this research
has been conducted utilizing a deseriptive-analytical method.
Resolts: The findings indicate that the first Christan writings
regarding the life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) are

examples of anti-hi and constitute one of the fimdamental factors
in establishing Is] bia over successive centuries. Based on the
statements of the S%mc;ll.eader the concept of anti-history goes
beyond scattered hi Tmin'gf?{dzstumﬂns] and iz defined and
reconstrocted as a eful process of namative-buildmg aimed at

ing suthentic history and altering historical :
Conclusion: The owcome of the research proves thar Christian
historiography regarding the prophetic Siral is not merely the
distortion of certain reports, but esther o purposeful atfempt o
produce an alternative narrative ol Islamic history, Based on the
amalvats of hmam Khomener, the primary reason for the formation of
this counter-historical corrent was to counter the Safde® ol-Mishhn
{clear message) of the divine messenger, which eontradicted their
varnal desires. This research presents the concept of counter-history
a% an effective analvtical madel for elucidating this appraach.
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1. Iniroduction

The historiography of the life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) from non-
Muslim sources, particularly Christian sources, constitutes one of the most
complex and contested areas in Western Islamic studies, Although Muslim
scholars began the systematic compilation of the Prophet’s biography from
approximately the second century AH onward, Christian writers in the
Middle East and Byzantium produced accounts of Islam and its Prophet
during. and in some cases very close lo, the period ol the emergence of
Islam. These early Christian writings, however, were not generally produced
within a framework of detached historical inquiry. Rather, they emerged in
contexts shaped by theological controversy, religious apologetics, political
competition, and the expansion of Muslim power. Consequently, their
accounts frequently functioned not simply as records of historical events but
also as expressions of Christian polemical discourse concerning Islam.

The central problem addressed by this study is therefore whether the
earliest Christian representations of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) can
genuinely be regarded as historical accounts or whether they should be
understood as forms of ideologically constructed historiography. Previous
scholarship has demonstrated that Christian, Syriac, Annenian, and Greek
sources may preserve valuable information concerning the earliest
encounters between Muslims and Christian communities. At the same time,
scholars have emphasized that such sources must be approached critically
because they may contain theological assumptions. polemical intentions,
cultural misunderstandings, and politically motivated interpretations, The
present study seeks to move bevond merely identitfyving individual historical
inaccuracies by investigating whether these writings collectively constitute a
systematic alternative narrative of the emergence of Islam.

To address this problem, the study introduces the concept of
“counterhistory™ (anti-history) as its principal analytical category, Drawing
particularly on the intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution concerning historical distortion, the study conceptualizes
counterhistory not as an isolated historical error or accidental distortion but
as an organized process through which selective omission, exaggeration,
fabrication, tendentious interpretation, and narrative  reconstruction  are
employed to replace an established historical account with an ideologically
motivated alternative,

This conceptualization is also informed by the work of Amos
Funkenstein, who describes counterhistory as a process in which an enemy’s
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official history is deliberately reworked in order to construct an alternative
and hostile narrative. The study distinguishes this notion from historical
distortion and anti-historicism. Historical distortion may involve the
alteration or misrepresentation of particular elements of the past, whereas
counterhistory represents 2 more coherent project in which individual
distortions serve the larger objective of constructing a competing
interpretation of the past.

2 Methodolozy

The study employs a descriptive-analytical and critical approach. Its
methodology consists of two interconnected stages. First, it reconstructs and
clarifies the theoretical meaning of counterhistory by examining relevant
discussions in the philosophy and methodology of history, particularly the
distinction between counterhistory, historical distortion, historicism, and
anti-historicism. Second, it applies the reconstructed concept 1o selected
early Christian writings concerning the life and personality of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

The theoretical framework is developed through an analysis of the
Supreme Leader’s statements concerning historical distortion, the “distortion
movement,” and the necessity of preserving an authentic historical narrative.
Although the Supreme Leader docs not explicitly employ the technical term
“ecounterhistory.” the study argues that a coherent concepiual framework for
the phenomenon can be reconstructed from his analysis of organized
distortion. Three particularly important mechanisms are identified: the
selective omission of historical facts, the exaggeration and highlighting of
selected elements, and the fabrication of events that did not occur, These
mechanisms are understood as instruments for altering collective historical
perception.

The study then examines a number of early Christian texts and
representations of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), including Doctrina Jacobi
nuper baptizati, the Chronicon Mozarabicum, writings attributed to John of
Damascus, the Apology of al-Kindi, the work associated with Embrico of
Mainz, and Mahometh de Storia. These texts are considered in their
chronological and intellectual contexts in order to determine whether their
treatment of the Prophet and Islam reflects isolated misunderstandings or a
broader narrative strategy.

Particular attention is given to Mahometh de Storia, regarded in the study
as one of the earliest Christian biographies of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
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The analysis compares elements that appear to derive from recognizable
features of the Islamic biographical tradition with subsequent additions,
reinterpretations, and fictional constructions. The methodological purpose is
not simply to catalogue inaccuracies but to determine whether these
elements collectively form a coherent hostile narrative designed to transform
the meaning of established historical information.

3. Findings

The study finds that the earliest Christian writings concerning Prophel
Muhammad (PBUH) contain characteristics that go beyond ordinary
historical error and can, within the proposed analytical framework. be
interpreted as instances of counterhistory. The evidence indicates a recurting
pattern in which authentic or recognizable elements of the Prophet’s
biography are incorporated into a narrative and subsequently subjected to
selective  alteration, tendentious interpretation, f[ictionalization, and
theological reframing.

The Doctrina Jacobi, for example, presents an early Christian response to
the emergence of Muhammad (PBUH). questioning his prophetic legitimacy
and portraving him as a false prophet. Its historical importance lies partly in
its chronological proximity to the rise of Islam and its reflection of early
Christian reactions. Similarly, John of Damascus developed a systematic
theological critique in which Islam was characterized as a Christian heresy
and the Prophet was represented as a heretical figure. Later works
increasingly  incorporated  legendary  and  polemical  elements  into
representations of Muhammad (PBUH).

The most significant case analyzed is Mahometh de Storia. According to
the study, its author possessed knowledge of recognizable elements of the
Prophet’s life, including his orphanhood, commercial activity, marriage to
Khadijah, claim to prophethood, revelation through Gabriel, opposition to
idolatry, military leadership, and marriage to Zaynab. Yet these elements
were subsequently reinterpreted in a manner radically different from the
Islamic historical narrative, The Prophet’'s commercial activity is
transformed into accusations of uwsury and greed; his relationship with
Khadijah is sexualized; his encounters with Christianity are presented as the
source of his religious knowledge; and the angel Gabriel is depicted in a
hostile and degrading manner.

The study argues that the structure of this narrative is particularly
significant because the author does not merely reject Islamic historical
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claims, Instead, recognizable historical fragments are retained and
reorganized into an alternative story. Even the account of the Prophet’s death
is presented through a fictional narrative resembling Christian conceptions of
resurrection.  thereby  demonstrating how  historical materials can  be
incorporated into a broader ideological construction. The combination of
authentic fragments and invented elements is interpreted as a characteristic
strategy of counterhistory.

The analysis of the Supreme Leader’s thought provides the conceptual
basis for identifying the defining characteristics of such counterhistory, Four
principal features emerge: (1) organization and intentionality of distortion;
(2) transformation of collective historical memory rather than alleration of a
single event; (3) production of an alternative narrative in place of an
authentic narrative; and (4) an identity-forming function. Thus, not every
distortion constitutes counterhistory. Counterhistory emerges when multiple
distortions operate as part of a sustained and purposeful project aimed at
changing how a community understands its historical past.

From this perspective, the early Christian historiography of the Prophet
cannot be adequately explained solely by chronological distance, inadequate
sources, individual misunderstanding, or isolated theological prejudice.
Rather, the study argues that a significant body of this literature operated
within & broader theological-political framework that sought to construct a
negative image of Islam and its Prophet. The resulting representations
contributed to the development and persistence of anti-Islamic perceptions in
medieval Christian societies.

At the same time, the study recognizes that Christian representations of
Islam were not uniform across history. From the Enlightenment omward,
some Western intellectuals began to reassess Islam and Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), and certain moderm writers presented more  sympathetic or
historically grounded accounts. This later development, however, does not
eliminate the historical significance of the earlier polemical tradition. Rather,
the study maintains that the nepative medieval representations established a
durable conceptual legacy that influenced subsequent Western perceptions of
Islam and the Prophet.

4. Conclusion
The study concludes that not every historical distortion should be

classified as counterhistory. Counterhistory 18 distinguished by the
intentional and systematic accumulation of distortions that collectively



Tive Quran from {rivafalisis Podaf of Vien, 2026, 1 4 186

produce an altermative narrative, displace an authentic historical account,
reshape collective historical memory, and ultimately serve broader
ideological, political, thealogical, or civilizational objectives,

Applying these criteria to early Christian historiography of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), the study concludes that a significant portion of the
earliest Christian writings can be interpreted as counterhistorical rather than
merely inaccurate historical accounts. Their characteristic strategy consisted
of combining selected authentic elements of the Prophet’s biography with
omission, fabrication, exaggeration, hostile reinterpretation, and fictional
narrative construction. The objective, according to the study, was not simply
to correct or reinterprel particular historical details but (o construct a
fundamentally different image of Muhammad (PBUH) and Islam.

The study further argues that this counterhistorical process contributed io
the formation of a hostile image of Islam within medieval Christian
consciousness and played an important role in the historical development of
Islamophobia. Consequently. the critical study of these sources requires
more than correcting individual factual errors. Researchers must examine the
underlying logic of narrative production, the theological and political
objectives of the authors, and the mechanisms through which historical
memory was reconstructed,

Finally, the study proposes that the concept of counterhistory may
provide a useful analytical model for examining other sources dealing with
the early history of Islam and the Ahl al-Bayt. Such an approach can help
distinguish deliberate, systematic processes of historical distortion from
ordinary transmission errors or limitations inherent in historical sources. In
this sense, the study presents counterhistory as a framework for
understanding how historiography may become an instrument of ideological
struggle  and  civilizational  memory-making  rather  than a  neutral
reconstruction of the past.
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