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1. Iniroduction

Mercy (rabma) is one of the foundational theological concepts in the
Qur’an and plays a central role in explaining the relationship between God,
the created world, and human beings. In the Qur’anic worldview, merey s
not merely an emotional response to wrongdoing or a suspension of
punishment; rather, it represents a continuous and life-giving divine
relationship grounded in the ontological dependence of creation upon God
and in divine benelicence toward creatures. The Qur'an repeatedly presents
God as al-Rabman and al-Rahim. while also associating divine mercy with
forgiveness, repentance, guidance, justice, and other divine attributes.

The present study critically examines Daniel C. Peterson’s entry “Merey”
in the Encyclopaedia of the Quridn. Peterson surveys Qur'anic usages of
rabma and related terms, particularly ghufrin (forgiveness) and “afw
(pardon), and discusses several manilestations ol divine mercy, including
mercy as a human quality, a divine attribute, a facilitating principle in human
life, a manifestation in the natural and spiritual worlds, and its relationship to
divine justice, repentance, punishment, and divine decree. His discussion
therefore provides a broad survey of the Qur'anic material conceming
mercy.

Nevertheless, the study argues that Peterson’s treatment is based upon an
initially restrictive conception of mercy, defining it primarily in terms of
refraining from severe punishment or showing compassion and forgiveness.
This definition is insufficiently comprehensive because many of the
phenomena that Peterson himself identifies as manifestations of mercy, such
as creation, divine providence, revelation, guidance, and the provision of the
conditions necessary for human life, cannot be reduced (o the mere
suspension of punishment.

The central problem addressed by this research is therefore semantic and
theological: What is the precise Qur’anic meaning of rahma, and how should
it be distinguished from related concepts such as ‘afw, ghufran, and tawba?
The study further examines whether divine mercy can coherently be
discussed alongside divine justice, wrath, punishment, will, and decree
without reducing these attributes to anthropomorphic or voluntaristic
conceptions of God,

2. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical-critical method with an
intra-Qur’anic approach. Its primary objective is not simply to summarize
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Peterson's entry but to reconstruct its conceptual framework, identify its
structural and substantive assumptions, and evaluate those assumptions in
light of Qur'anic usage and Islamic theological and lexical sources.

The analysis proceeds through several stages. First, the structure and
principal arcuments of Peterson’s article are reconstructed. Particular
attention is given to his initial definition of mercy, his classification of its
(Jur’anic manifestations, and his treatment of its relationship to forgiveness,
justice, repentance, punishment, divine wrath, and divine decree. Second, the
study undertakes a lexical analysis of the principal Arabic terms involved.
Classical Arabic lexicographers and exegetes, especially al-Raghib al-
Isfahdnd, Ibn Faris, al-Farihidi, and others, are examined in order to identily
the semantic components of rahma. ghufriin, "afw, and tawha,

On the basis of this lexical investigation, the study constructs conceptual
models for the four terms. Rahma is analyzed through three principal
components: awareness of the need and deficiency of a needy being,
tenderness or sofiness in its created-human application, and beneficent
action directed toward meeting that need. In relation to God, however,
emotional affect or inner alteration cannot be attributed to the divine essence.
Divine mercy therefore consists essentially m divine knowledge of the
creature’s need and the corresponding act of beneficence.

The study similarly differentiates ghufriin, which fundamentally involves
covering and protecting the believer from the consequences of sin together
with the granting of reward; 'afw, which concerns the relinquishment of
deserved punishment through grace and the removal of the negative effects
of wrongdoing; and tawba, which signifies genuine return from wrongdoing
toward the correct path. These distinctions demonstrate that the four terms
constitute related but non-identical semantic fields.

Finally, the study eritically evaluates Peterson’s theological interpretation
of divine atributes, It examines whether concepts such as merey, wrath,
love, and satisfaction can be predicated of God without implying change,
emotional fluctuation, or deficiency in the divine essence. It also evaluales
Peterson’s treatment of divine will and decree and its implications for human
freedom and responsibility.

3. Findings

The research vields several principal findings, First, Pelerson's initial
definition of mercy is conceptually too narrow. By identifying mercy
primarily with pardon or the suspension of punishment, the article fails to



Tive Quran from {rivafalisis Podaf of Vien, 2026, 1 4 428

provide a definition broad enough to encompass its own subsequent
examples. Quranic mercy includes ontological, existential, spiritual, and
ethical dimensions and therefore precedes the occurrence of sin and
punishment. It is manifested in creation, sustenance, natural order,
revelation, guidance, and the provision of opportunities  for  human
perfection,

Second, the study establishes a significant semantic distinction between
mercy. pardon, forgiveness, and repentance. These concepts should not be
treated as interchangeable or substantially synonymous, Mercy has the
broadest semantic scope and provides the conceptual framework within
which pardon and forgiveness can be understood. "Alw primarily concemns
the relinguishment of deserved punishment, ghufrin involves the covering
and removal of the consequences of sin together with protection from
punishment and the possibility of reward, while tawba denotes an authentic
return from wrongdoing.

Third, the study demonstrates that divine mercy must be distinguished
from human emotional compassion, In human beings, mercy may involve
emotional affect. tenderness, and psvchological response to another’s
deprivation. Such affect cannol be attributed to God in the same manner
because it would imply change or dependence in the divine essence. Divine
mercy is therefore better understood as divine awareness of the creature’s
need and the deliberate bestowal of appropriate good. This understanding
preserves both the semantic reality of divine mercy and divine
transcendence,

Fourth, the research argues that divine mercy and divine justice are not
oppositional principles. Justice concerns the appropriate correspondence
between acts and their consequences, whereas beneficence may exceed what
strict justice requires. Accordingly, merey does not abolish justice but
operates within a broader divine order governed by wisdom. The Qur'anic
conception of mercy also includes both general and special dimensions,
General mercy encompasses existence, the capacity for choice. and the
system of causes through which human beings receive worldly benefits.
Special mercy is associated with faith, repentance, righteous action, and the
human preparedness to receive divine grace.

Fifth, the study identifies an unresolved problem in Peterson’s treatment
of the relationship between divine mercy and divine wrath or punishment,
The Qur’an simultaneously deseribes God as merciful and as the possessor
of painful punishment. Peterson does not adequately explain how these
apparently contrasting descriptions can be reconciled within a coherent
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theological framework. The present study argues that wrath and punishment
should not be understood as independent opposites of mercy. Rather, they
represent different aspects or relational manifestations of the same wise
divine act when considered in relation to different human conditions and
actions.

Sixth, the study finds that Peterson’s interpretation of divine will and
decree tends toward a volumtaristic or guasi-deterministic understanding
when he presents the distribution or withholding of merey as directly
dependent upon God's absolute will. Such an interpretation risks obscuring
the Qur’anic relationship among divine will, knowledge, wisdom, causality,
and human freedom. The research maintains that divine sovereignty does nol
entail the negation of human agency. Rather, the possibility of moral choice,
repentance, faith, and spiritual development dtself belongs to the broader
framework of divine mercy.

Finally. the study demaonstrates a structural weakness in Peterson’s article,
lts final discussion combines the relationship between mercy and
punishment with the difficult theological questions of divine decree and
absolute will, producing an analytical transition that is insufficiently
integrated. More importantly, the article does not offer a distinet and
systematic conclusion synthesizing its principal findings,

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that a coherent Qur’anic understanding of rahma
requires moving bevond the reduction of mercy to pardon, forgiveness, or
exemption from punishment. Divine mercy is fundamentally an affirmative
and ontological principle of divine beneficence, grounded in God's perfect
knowledge of the needs and deficiencies of creatures and manifested through
the appropriate bestowal of good. Because divine essence is free from
emotional change and affective dependence, divine mercy should not be
interpreted anthropomorphically. Rather, its essential meaning in relation to
God is divine knowledge of need together with beneficent action.

The research further concludes that rakma, afw, ghufran, and tawba
possess distinet semantic structures and should be carefully differentiated in
Qur’anic interpretation. Mercy constitutes the broader conceptual field,
while pardon and forgiveness represent particular manifestations of divine
beneficence in response to human wrongdoing, and repentance represents
the human return that prepares the way for divine accepance and
foraiveness,
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Accordingly, the principal weakness of Peterson’s treatment lies not in his
recognition of the importance of mercy in the Qurtan, but in his restricted
semantic starting point and in his insufficient integration of mercy with the
Qur’anic concepts of justice, wisdom, divine wrath, human freedom, and
divine providence, A more adequate interpretation requires an intra-Quranic
and semantically differentiated framework capable of preserving both divine
transcendence and the meaningful reality of divine attributes. Within such a
framework, divine mercy is neither merely emotional nor merely punitive
forgiveness; it is a continuous dimension of God’s wise and beneficent
governance of existence,
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