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1. Iniroduction

The validity and evidentiary status of women’s testimony in Islamic law
constitutes one of the most contested issues at the intersection of Qur’anic
interpretation, Islamic jurisprudence, gender studies, and contemporary
hermeneutics. Particular attention has been devoted to Qur’an 2:282, the
longest verse of the Qur’an, which discusses the documentation of deferred
financial transactions and recommends the presence of two male witnesses
or one man and two women. The gendered configuration of testimony
mentioned in this verse has generated extensive discussions among classical
Muslim exegetes and jurists, as well as among modern Muslim reformers
and Western scholars. The central guestion is whether the differentiated form
of testimony prescribed in the verse reflects an essential or permanent
distinction between men and women, or whether it should be understood
primarily in relation to the particular legal, social, and historical
circumstances addressed by the Qur’anic text.

Among contemporary  Western scholars who have addressed this
question, Karen Bauer occupies a significant position. In Gender Hierarchy
in the Quran: Medieval Interpretations, Modern Responses (2015), Bauer
examines the development of Muslim interpretations of gender hierarchy
through three major themes: testimony, creation, and marriage. Her
treatment of testimony focuses particularly on Qur'an 2:282 and seeks to
trace how Muslim exegetes from the medieval period to the modern era
interpreted the differentiated evidentiary status of women, Bauer approaches
the history of interpretation through philosophical hermeneutics, especially
the ideas associated with Hans-Georg Gadamer, She emphasizes the
historical situatedness of interpretation, the influence ol inferpreters’ pre-
understandings, the social and intellectual conlexts of exegetes, and the
cumulative character of exegetical traditions.

From Bauer's perspective, classical interpretations of women's testimony
were significantly ahﬂped by patriarchal social structures and pr-:'e.-.ulmg
assumptions concerning g-:nder. rationality, memory, and women's social
roles. In contrast, modern interpreters, confronted with changing conceptions
of gender equality and justice, have developed new explanations or
reinterpretations of the verse. Bauer consequently seeks to demonstrate that
the apparent hierarchy in the evidentiary status of women should not simply
be identified with an immutable or sell-evident meaning ol the Qur’anic text,
Rather, she interprets it as substantially related to the historical development
of exegetical discourse and the social contexts within which Muslim
interpreters operated.
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Bauer further distinguishes among several tendencies within modern
Muslim thought. Conservative interpreters generally preserve the traditional
legal distinction while developing new explanations for it: reformist
interpreters argue that the Que’an, properly understood within its historical
context, supports equal testimony for men and women: and neo-traditionalist
approaches invoke the concept of dynamic jurisprudence and emphasize the
relevance of time and place to legal interpretation. According to Bauer’s
presentation, the latter position maintains that divine revelation remains
fixed while its legal application may change in response to altered social
circumstances,

The present study does nol merely describe Bauer's position. Ils principal
objective is to reconstruct and critically evaluate the epistemological,
hermeneutical, and methodological foundations underlying her analysis of
women's testimony. The research therefore asks whether Bauer’s historical-
hermeneutical framework can adequately account for the epistemological
status of the Qur'an as divine revelation and whether her interpretation of
changing exepetical discourses provides a sufficient basis for revising the

although Bauer’s historical analysis provides valuable insights into the
development of exegetical discourse, her theoretical framework encounters
fundamental difficulties when evaluated from within Islamic theology,
Qur'anic hermeneutics, and the principles of Islamic jurisprudence.

2. Methedology

This research employs an analytical-critical methodology, It combines the
reconstruction of Bauver's interpretive framework with a systematic
assessment of its epistemological and hermeneutical assumptions. The study
draws primarily upon Bauer’s wiitings, particularly Gender Hierarchy in the
Qur'an: Medieval Interpretations, Modem Responses, together with relevant
Qur’anic, exegetical, theological, and jurisprudential sources. The
methodological procedure consists of two interconnected stages: first,
reconstructing Bauer’s theoretical premises and their application to Qur’an
2:282; and second, evaluating those premises according to the
epistemological and methodological principles operative within 1slamic
theology and jurisprudence.

The first analyvtical dimension concerns Bauer’s use of philosophical
hermeneutics. Drawing upon Gadamer, she understands interpretation as a
historically situated and dialogical process in which the interpreter approaches
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the text through pre-understandings shaped by tradition, language, education,
expectations, and social circumstances. Consequently, interpretation is not
regarded as a purely passive reception of a fixed meaning. Instead, meaning
emerges through an interaction between the text and the horizon of the
interpreter. Bauer applies this framework to the history of Quranic exegesis
by examining how the social and intellectual circumstances of exegetes
influenced their interpretations of gender-related verses.

The second dimension examines Bauer's theory of the “stratigraphic
accretion of interpretations.” According to this approach, successive
generations of exegetes frequently add new layers of mmterpretation to
previously established traditions. In the post-classical period, inlerpretation
allegedly became increasingly cumulative rather than paradigmatically
transformative. Bauer illustrates this process through selected exegetes,
including Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Abu Hayvan, and Ibn Qayyim al-lawzivya,
arguing that later interpreters often preserved inherited conceptual structures
while introducing new formulations and justifications.

The third dimension investigates Bauer’s account of the transformation of
gender discourse. Her analysis distinguishes between medieval discourses
that commonly assumed gender hierarchy and modemn  discourses
increasingly concerned with equality and justice. Within this Gamework,
explanations concerning women’s alleged deficiency in rationality or
memory are interpreted as reflections of historically specific social
assumptions rather than necessarily as expressions of the original Qur’anic
meaning. Modern attempts to reconeile traditional legal conclusions with
contemporary social values are consequently examined by Bauer as forms of
reinterpretation or, in some cases, post facto justification.

The critical stage of the methodology evaluates these premises against
several principles of Islamie hermeneutics and jurisprudence: the divine and
revelatory status of the Qur'an; the possibility of discovering an intended
divine meaning: the authority of Qur'anic textual indications; the role of
context and sivag; the authority of reliable Prophetic and transmitted
traditions; the principle of asilat al-zuhiir and the authority of textual
appearances; the prohibition of arbitrary interpretation; and the distinction
between genuine ijtihad and post facto justification.

The study also differentiates between the historical context of revelation
and the source of textual meaning, Historical and social circumstances are
recognized as relevant to understanding the circumstances surrounding
revelation, but they are not treated as autonomous generators of Qur’anic
meaning, Likewise, the research distinguishes between changes in the
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subject matter of a legal ruling and changes in the ruling itself. Within
dynamic Islamic jurisprudence, time and place may affect the identification
of legal subjects and the application of established principles, but such
considerations do not by themselves justify modifying a textual ruling
without a valid juristic basis.

3. Findings

The findings reveal a fundamental methodological tension between
Bauer's historical-hermeneutical framework and the epistemological
foundations of Islamic Qur'anic interpretation. First, Bauer’s application of
Gadamerian hermencutics risks treating the Qur’an according o a model
primarily developed for human texts. By emphasizing the interpreter’s
horizon and pre-understanding as constitutive elements in the production of
meaning, her approach potentially weakens the distinction between the
meaning of a humanly produced text and the meaning ol divine revelation,
From the perspective of Islamic theology, the Qur’an is the word of God and
possesses a determinate revelatory status. Although interpreters inevitably
possess pre-understandings, these pre-understandings must be disciplined
and controlled by valid interpretive principles rather than being allowed to
determine the meaning of revelation.

Second, the study finds that Bauer’s emphasis on the historical
situatedness of interpretation can lead to an epistemological form of
interpretive relativism if historical context is transformed from a condition of
understunding into the principal source of meaning. lslamic hermeneutics
does not deny the relevance of history, culture, or social circumstances.
However, these factors function as contextual aids rather than autonomous
authorities capable of redefining the meaning of revelation. The distinction is
crucial: an interpreter may approach the Qur'an through historicaily
conditioned assumptions, but such assumptions must themselves be eritically
evaluated through the text, reliable tradition, rational analysis, and
established prineiples of interpretation.

Third, the theory of interpretive accretion is found to conflate the
historical development of interpretive methods with the historical
transformation of textual meaning. Islamic exegetical traditions have
unquestionably  undergone  substantial - methodological  development.
Rational,  transmitted,  theological,  philosophical, mystical, and
jurisprudential approaches have emerged in different  periods.  Yet
methodological diversity does not necessarily entail that the original divine
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meaning has itself’ changed. What may change is the mode of exposition,
argumentative strategy, or analytical depth, while the divine referent remains
stable and discoverable. Bauer's selective use of particular exegetes
therefore cannot establish & universal model for the entire 1slamic exegetical
tradition, especially given the immense diversity of Sunni, Shi‘i, rationalist,
traditionalist, and mvstical tafsir.

Fourth, the research identifies an insufficient treatment of the
authoritative mechanisms within Islamic interpretive tradition. Bauer tends
to foreground historical and social determinants while assigning insufficient
methodological weight to reliable Prophetic traditions, the traditions of the
Ahl al-Bayt, early juristic reasoning, textual principles, and established rules
of interpretation. These sources and principles function not merely as
historical artifacts but as epistemic mechanisms intended to constrain
arbitrary interpretation and preserve the relationship between exegesis and
divine intent.

Fifth, the study challenges Bauer’s tendency to characterize certain
traditional explanations as “post facto justifications.” Such a characterization
risks collapsing the distinction between ijtihad and justification, Islamic
jurisprudence possesses an inlernally developed and systematic mechanism
for addressing new circumstances through the analysis of legal subjects,
customs, objectives of the law, and relevant evidence. Dynamic
jurisprudence does not mean replacing revelation with contemporary
preferences. Rather, it involves the disciplined application of valid principles
to  changing circumstances. Consequently, every  contemporary
reinterpretation cannot automatically be dismissed as either illegitimate
revision or, conversely, accepted as necessary historical adaptation.

Sixth, the analysis of Qurian 2:282 demonstrates that the verse concerns
the documentation and legal security of financial transactions. The text itself
provides a rationale for the presence of two women in the relevant
evidentiary arrangement: if one of them errs or loses track of the details, the
other may remind her, The study therefore arpues that the differentiated
arrangement should not be interpreted as a declaration of women’s
ontological or intellectual inferiority. Rather, the textual framework concerns
the reliability and werification of testimony within a specific financial
context. The distinction is consequently one of legal evidentiary regulation
rather than a judgment upon women’s existential worth or general
intellectual capacity.

Seventh, the study finds that Bauer’s appeal to modern ideals of gender
equality as a primary criterion for reinterpretation introduces an external
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normative standard into the interpretive process. Modern wvalues may
legitimately constitute objects of dialogue with Islamic jurisprudence, but
thev cannot function as autonomous authorities for determining the meaning
of revelation. When contemporary moral or cultural values become the
primary criterion for deciding which interpretation is acceptable, the process
risks shifting from interpretation of the text toward adaptation of the text to
external expectations.

Finally, the study concludes that Bauer’s sociological reconstruction has
explanatory value for understanding why particular interpretations emerged
in particular historical contexts, but it 15 insutficient as a theory of Qur’anic
meaning or as a foundation for changing a Qurianic legal ruling. Her
account successfully draws attention to the influence of social structures and
gender discourses upon exegetical production, but it does not adequately
distinguish between contextual influence, interpretive  formulation, legal
reasoning, and the normative authority of revelation.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that Karen Bauer's analysis of women’s testimony
in Qur'an 2:282 constitutes an intellectually significant attempt to historicize
Qur'anic interpretation and to investigate the relationship between gender
discourse and exegetical traditions. Her emphasis on the interpreter’s
horizon, historical situatedness, social context, and cumulative development
of tafsir provides useful analvtical tools for describing transformations
within the history of Qur’anic interpretation, In particular, her work draws
attention to the ways in which changing intellectual and social conditions
can influence the formulation and justification of exegetical positions,
Nevertheless,  descriptive  value  does  not  necessarily  establish
epistermological validity,

From the standpoint of Islamic theology and jurisprudence, the principal
weakness of Bauwer's approach lies in the tendency to move from the
historical conditioning of interpretation to the historical production of
meaning. The fact that interpreters are historically situated does not entail
that divine meaning itself is historically constructed. The Qur’an’s revelatory
status requires a methodological distinction between the interpreter’s pre-
understanding and the normative authority of the text. Historical context may
illuminate the circumstances of revelation and the development of
interpretation, but it cannot independently determine or replace the textual
meaning,
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Similarly, the historical accumulation of exegetical traditions should not
be confused with the transformation of the Qur’anic meaning itself.
Interpretive traditions may differ in method, terminology, argumentative
structure, and explanatory depth while remaining oriented toward a stable
revelatory source. A proper evaluation of the history ol tafsiv must therefore
take into account the diversity of Islamic exegetical schools and the
methodological principles that distinguish authoritative interpretations from
mercely historical reactions.

The study further concludes that Bauer’s treatment of gender discourse
insufficiently distinguishes between the cause, wisdom, and context of a
legal ruling. Social circumstances may contribute to understanding the
wisdom or contextual function of a ruling, but the legally operative cause
must be established through textual or valid juristic evidence. In the case of
Qur'an 2:282, the wverse 15 situated within the regulation of financial
transactions and explicitly associates the participation of two women with
the possibility of crvor or forgetting and the corrective function of mutual
remembrance. Accordingly, the verse should not be transformed into a
general anthropological claim concerning women's intellectual inferiority.

The coneept of dynamic junisprudence also requires greater
methodological precision. Islamic jurisprudence is capable of responding 1o
changing circumstances, but such dynamism operates through disciplined
ijtihad, not through the unrestricted substitution of contemporary cultural
values for revelation, Changes in time and place can become legally relevant
when the subject matter changes, when recognized juristic criterta are
fulfilled. or when wvalid principles require a different application. They do
not, by themselves, establish the disappearance of a Qur’anic ruling.

The final conelusion is therefore that the validity of women’s testimony
in Qurian 2:282 should be examined through an imtegrated framework
combining textual indication, Qur’anic context, reliable tradition, principles
of Islamic jurisprudence, and a precise analysis of the legal subject,
Historical and social developments remain relevant as interpretive contexts,
but they should not become substitutes for the Qur anic text or the principles
governing its interpretation. The appropriate response to modern questions
concerning women and testimony is consequently neither an uncritical
preservation of historical interpretations nor an unrestricted reinterpretation
governed by contemporary wvalues. Rather, it is a methodologically
disciplined process of ijtihad that preserves the authority of revelation while
carefully distinguishing between the permanence of divine guidance and the
variability of its legitimate applications.



363 L Ceitfgue of Kaeen Buaper § Tntelfeefes! . | Paries Azharsemnan] and Marzleh Mohase:

In this respect, the study argues that Bauer’s contribution is most valuable
when treated as a historical and sociological analysis of exegetical discourse
rather than as an adequate epistemological theory of Qur'anic meaning. Her
work raises important questions concerning the relationship between gender,
history, and interpretation, but the resolution of those questions requires a
methodological framework capable of preserving both historical awareness
and the normative authority of revelation. The Quranic approach to
testimony should therefore be understood primarily within its specific legal
context and its stated objective of ensuring documentary and evidentiary
reliability in financial transactions, rather than as a timeless declaration of
gender hierarchy,
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