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1. Iniroduction

The relationship between divine sovereignty and human freedom has
occupied a central position in Islamic theology from the formative period of
kalam to contemporary Quranic studies. The apparent tension between
verses attributing events and human actions to divine will and other verses
emphasizing personal responsibility, moral accountability, and veoluntary
choice has generated competing theological models, ranging from strong
forms of predestination to theories of delegation and intermediate accounts
of agency,

The present study addresses a contemporary version ol this problem in
the writings of Dr. Soha, particularly his claim in Critique of the Qur’an that
Qur’anic verses concerning predestination and human freedom are mutually
contradictory, Soha divides the relevant verses into two broad categories,
The firsi includes verses in which creation, choice, guidance, misguidance,
permission, divine decree, or the recording of events in a heavenly book are
attributed to God. He interprets these verses as implying determinism. The
second category consists of wverses that attribute actions and their
consequences to human beings and emphasize human striving and personal
responsibility. These, according to his interpretation, alfirm freedom and are
therefore incompatible with the former group.

The main research question is whether this alleged contradiction is
genuinely present within the Qur’anic discourse or whether it vesults from a
particular interpretation of divine and human causality. The article argues
that the problem cannot be adequately addressed merely by juxtaposing
isolated verses. Rather, it requires conceptual distinctions concermning divine
will, permission, decree, guidance, misguidance, foreknowledge, and the
different levels of causality.

The study 1s significant because a genuine contradiction would require
two propositions to negate one another under the same conceptual conditions
and at the same level of attribution. If divine and human agency operate at
different causal levels, attribution of a single act to both God and the human
agent does not in itself establish contradiction.

2 Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical and eritical method. In its
descriptive dimension. it reconstructs Soha’s interpretation of the principal
Qur’anic verses he presents as evidence of determinism and freedom. In its
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analytical dimension, it examines the semantic and theological
presuppositions underlying his interpretation,

The study adapts both intra-Ouwr"anic and extra-Qur’anic approaches, The
intra-Qur'anic approach interprets apparently problematic verses in light of
other verses dealing with human responsibility, divine guidance, moral
testing. reward and punishment, and the causal order of creation. The extra-
Qur’anic dimension draws on philosophical and theological principles
developed particularly within Imami thought, including divine unity in
agency, hierarchical causation, divine foreknowledge, and the doctrine of al-
amr bayn al-amrayn,

Several conceptual distinctions function as analytical criteria. These
include the distinction between God's essential and active will; ontological
and legislative dimensions of divine permission: legislative and ontological
guidance; primary and retributive misguidance; divine foreknowledge and
causal determination: and horizontal versus hierarchical causal relations.

3. Findings

The analysis shows that a major source of Scha’s conclusion is the
implicit assumption that divine and human wills must operate competitively.
Under this assumption, il an action is willed by God, it cannot genuinely be
willed by a human being: conversely. if human beings are genuine agents,
divine agency must be excluded from the same action. The article argues that
this assumption is incompatible with the Qur’anic and philosophical
conception of hierarchical causality.

Within a hierarchical causal framework, the human person is the
proximate and immediate agent of a voluntary action, while God is its
ultimate ontological cause. Human existence, power, volition, and capacity
for action remain ontolegically dependent upon God. Consequently, one and
the same act may truthfully be attributed to the human agent at one causal
level and to God at another without producing contradiction,

The distinction between ontological and legislative divine will is
particularly important. God's legislative will concerns what human beings
ought to choose, whereas ontological will concerns the existence and
realization of events within the created causal order. Human disobedience
may therefore conflict with divine legislation while remaining ontologically
possible within a world in which God has willed human beings 1o possess
genuine freedom.
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A similar distinction applies to divine permission. Qur’anic references to
events occurring “by God's permission™ do not necessarily imply legislative
approval, In ontological contexts. divine permission signifies that no event
occurs independently of the causal order sustained by God. Such permission
therefore establishes ontological dependence rather than coercion.

The analysis of guidance and misguidance provides another important
example. General legislative guidance is offered through revelation, reason,
and prophetic instruction and leaves room for human acceptance or rejection,
By contrast, certain forms of ontological or retributive misguidance may
foliow persistent and voluntary rejection of guidance. Such misguidance is
therefore interpreted as a consequence of prior moral choices rather than an
arbitrary divine imposition preceding human agency.

The article also examines the relationship between divine decree and
human freedom. Divine decree does not mean that voluntary action is
transformed into involuntary action. Rather, the decree encompasses the
complete causal structure through which the act oceurs, including the human
agent’s voluntary decision. If an act is divinely known and decreed as a
voluntary act, its occurrence through coercion would not fulfill but rather
contradict the object of divine knowledge and decree.

This point is especially relevant to the problem of divine foreknowledge,
The study argues that divine knowledge does not independently cause its
object to oceur. God eternally knows events together with their causes,
conditions, and modalities. Thus, a voluntary human action is eternally
known precisely as voluntary. The necessity associated with the truth of
divine knowledge should not be confused with causal compulsion imposed
upon the agent.

The Imami doctrine of al-amr bayn al-amrayn provides the broader
theological model through which these relationships can be articulated.
Contrary to Soha's interpretation, the doctrine does not maintain that
determinism is partially correct and human freedom is partially correct. Nor
does it divide causal responsibility guantitatively between God and the
human being. Rather, it rejects both absolute determinism and complete
delegation by maintaining two propositions simultaneously: the human being
is genuinely and immediately responsible for voluntary acts, and human
ageney itself remains ontologically dependent upon divine causation,
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4. Conclusien

The study concludes that Soha’s claim of contradiction between Qur'anic
verses concerning divine determination and human  freedom is notl
established. The apparent conflict largely results from interpreting divine and
human agency as competing causes operating at the same ontological level
and from failing to distinguish several different senses of will, permission,
guidance, misguidance, decree, and foreknowledge.

When these distinctions are taken into account, the Qur’anic passages can
be read within an integrated maodel in which divine sovereignty and genuine
human responsibility coexist, Human freedom is neither independent of God
nor eliminated by divine agency. Instead. voluntary human causation
operates within the comprehensive causal order established and sustained by
God.

The principal theoretical contribution of the study lies in showing that the
alleged contradiction can be resolved through the concept of hierarchical
causation. This framework permits the attribution of a single voluntary act to
both the human being and God without collapsing their distinet causal levels,
In this sense, the Qur'anic account is neither strictly deterministic nor based
on absolute delegation, but corresponds to the doctrine of al-amr bayn al-
amrayn, according to which genuine human  ageney  exists  within
comprehensive divine agency.
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