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1. Iniroduction

The validity and evidentiary status of women's lestimony is an important
issue in Qurianic imterpretation and Islamic jurisprudence, particularly in
refation to Qur'an 2282, which addresses the documentation of deferred
financial transactions and prescribes two female witnesses in place of one
male witness in the specified context, The verse has generated extensive
exegetical and jurisprudential discussions among Muslim scholars and has
also attracted considerable attention in contemporary Western scholarship on
gender and the Qur'an. One of the prominent contemporary scholars
engaging with this issue is Karen Bauver, whose work examines gender
hierarchy in the Qur'an through a historical and hermeneutical analysis of
medieval interpretations and modern responses.

Bauer's Gender Hierarchy in the Qui’an: Medieval Interpretations,
Modern Responses (2015) examines three major areas of gender discourse in
Qur’anic interpretation: testimony, creation, and marriage. Her treatment of
women’s testimony is grounded in a hermeneutical framework influenced
particularly by Hans-Georg Gadamer. Baver argues that Qur'anic
interpretation is historically situated and that interpreters inevitably approach
the text with particular presuppositions shaped by their intellectual, social,
legal, and cultural environments. Accordingly, interpretations produced in
different historical periods should not be regarded simply as transparent
representations of the Qur’anic meaning; rather, they reflect the horizons and
concerns of thelr interpreters.

Bauer further conceptualizes the history of Qur’anic interpretation as a
process of “stratigraphic accretion,” whereby successive generations of
interpreters add new layers of meaning (o previous interpretations. In her
view, classical Qurianic exegesis developed through interaction among
Qur'anic language, jurisprudence, Hadith, theology, and ethical discourse.
Consequently, gender assumptions prevalent in particular societies could
influence exegetical explanations and legal interpretations.

The central problem of the present study is therefore to reconstruct and
critically evaluate the theoretical foundations underlying Bauer’s
interpretation of women's testimony. The study asks whether historical
context and contemporary gender discourse can legitimately function as
primary determinants of Qur’anic meaning, and whether Bauer’s rereading
of Qurian 2:282 adequately corresponds with the epistemological and
methodological principles of Islamic Qur’anic interpretation and usul al-
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figh. The significance of this inquiry lies in distinguishing between the
history of interpretation and the validity of an interpretation itself. While
historical and social contexts may contribute to understanding how
interpretations emerge, they do not necessarily determine the original or
authoritative meaning of a Qur’anic text.

2. Methodology

This research employs an analvtical-critical methodology based primarily
on the examination of Qur'anic evidence, classical and contemporary
exegetical sources, Islamic jurisprudential principles. and Karen Bauer's
writings on gender and Qur’anic interpretation. The study reconstructs
Bauer's hermeneutical premises and then evaluates them from the
perspective of Islamic interpretive epistemology.

The first stage consists of identifying Bauer's principal theoretical
assumptions, especially her understanding ol the historical nature of
interpretation, the influence of interpreters’ pre-understandings, the social
construction of exegetical meanings, and the cumulative development of
Qur'anic interpretation. Particular attention is given to her use of
Gadamerian philosophical hermeneutics, according to which understanding
is historically conditioned and interpretation emerges through an encounter
between the text and the interpreter’s horizon. Bauer consequently
emphasizes that neither interpreters can completely return to the original
historical context of rvevelation nor can the Qur’anic text be restricted
exclusively to that context.

The second stage critically examines Bauer’s treatment of classical and
modern interpretations of Qurian 2:282. It considers her claim that
raditional interpretations were influenced by patriarchal social structures
and that modern interpreters. responding to contemporary concerns about
gender equality, have developed altermative explanations. The study
compares these claims with the exegetical tradition and with the Qur’an’s
own explicit explanation of the provision concerning two female witnesses.

The third stage evaluates Bauer’s use of contemporary gender-justice
discourse as an interpretive criterion. The analysis investigates whether
modern ethical values can legitimately determine the meaning or legal
implications of a Quranic ruling. Within Islamic hermeneutics, the primary
criterion for interpretation remains the Qur’anic text and reliable Prophetic
tradition, while contemporary values may serve as auxiliary analytical
considerations only insofar as they remain compatible with these sources,
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Finally, the research compares Bauer’s approach with methodological
principles in Islamic usul al-figh, including the authority of textual
indication, asalat al-zuhur, contextual analysis. and the distinction between
the historical eircumstances surrounding a text and the meaning intended by
the divine speaker.

3. Findings

The findings indicate that Bauer's approach offers an important
contribution to the historical study of Qur’anic interpretation but encounters
significant methodological difficulties when employed to establish the
normative meaning of the Qur’an. First, her emphasis on the historical and
social  situatedness of interpretation is valuable for explaining why
interpretations of gender-related verses have changed across periods. It
demongtrates that exegetes do not operate in an intellectual vacuum and that
legal, social, and cultural conditions can influence the questions they ask and
the explanations they provide,

Second, Bauer’s concept of the stratigraphic accumulation of
interpretations effectively draws attention to the multilayered character of
the exegetical tradition. Classical interpretation was not produced through a
single discipline bul developed through interaction among jurisprudence,
Hadith, theology, ethics. linguistics. and social assumptions. This insight is
particularly useful for identifving the historical dimensions of gender
discourse within tafsir.

Third, however, the study finds that Bauer sometimes moves from the
defensible proposition that interpretations are historically conditioned to the
stronger and methodologically problematic proposition that historical
conditions substantially determine the meaning of the text. These two claims
should not be conflated. Historical context may explain why an interpreter
understands a verse in a particular way, but it does not by itself establish
whether that interpretation corresponds to the intended meaning of the
Cur’an.

Fourth, Bauer’s treatment of Qur’an 2:282 places considerable emphasis
on contemporary gender discourse and on the possibility that the distinction
between male and female testimony reflects historical social conditions, such
as the relative participation of women in financial affairs. Modern reformist
interpretations  similarly argue that because women today participate
extensively in economic and social activities, the rationale traditionally
associated with the verse should be reconsidered. Nevertheless, the present
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study argues that such a conclusion requires more than demonstrating social
change. A change in social circumstances does not automatically establish a
change in the meaning or legal force of a Qur’anic text.

Fifth, the study emphasizes that Qurlan 2:282 itsell provides an
immediate  explanation Tor the arrangement concerning  two  female
witnesses: “so that if one of them should err, the other may remind her.” The
verse is situated specifically within the context of documenting deferred
financial transactions. Classical and contemporary exegetical discussions
therefore commonly connect the provision to the reliability of recollection
and documentation in this particular legal context rather than to an assertion
of  women’s  intrmsic  intellectual  inferiority.  The  distinction 15
methodologically significant because the legal function of testimony should
not automatically be transformed into a general anthropological judgment
about women,

Sixth. Bauer’s reliance on modern gender-justice values as a basis for
rereading the verse raises a fundamental epistemological problem. Within
Islamic hermeneutics, contemporary social values cannot become the
primary criterion for determining the meaning of revelation. If external
moral standards are allowed to govern the interpretation of the text,
interpretation risks becoming an imposition ol conlemporary assumptions
upon revelation rather than an attempt to discover diving intent. The study
therefore argues that social context should function as a context of
understanding, not as an independent source capable of rewriting the
meaning of the Qur’anic text,

Seventh, the study identifies a further difficulty in Bauver’s understanding
of the interpreter’s pre-understanding. Although Islamic interpretive
methodology acknowledges that interpreters possess assumptions and
intellectual  horizons, these assumptions are nol  granted  unrestricted
authority, Principles such as textual indication, asalat al-zuhur, contextual
coherence, and recourse to reliable tradition are intended precisely to
discipline and correct the interpreter’s preconceplions., Bauer’s strong
emphasis on pre-understanding may therefore weaken the distinction
between the interpreter’s horizon and the intention of the divine speaker.

Eighth, the study concludes that Bauer’s approach is more successful as a
history-of-interpretation project than as a methodology for determining
Qur’anic meaning. Her analysis provides valuable insights into changes in
gender discourse and the historical development of exegetical positions, but
it does not sufficiently demonstrate that historical change entails a
corresponding  change  in the Qurlan’s  intended meaning,  The
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methodological distinction between describing how interpretations emerged
and evaluating whether they are textually valid 1s therefore essential.

4, Conclusion

The study concludes that Karen Bauer’s historical-hermeneutical
approach provides a valuable framework for understanding the development
of gender-related interpretations in the Qur’anic tradition. Her emphasis on
historical situatedness, interpreter presuppositions, social context, and the
layered accumulation of interpretations helps illuminate why classical and
modern exegetes have approached women’s testimony differently. In
particular, her analysis demonsirates that interpretations are embedded
within broader intellectual and social structures and should consequently be
studied historically rather than treated as completely context-free
formulations.

MNevertheless, the study linds that Bauer's methodology becomes
problematic when historical and social conditions are elevated from
explanatory factors to determinants of Qur’anic meaning. From the
perspective of Islamic interpretive epistemology, the historical context of
revelation and the social context of later interpretation are relevant to
understanding a text, bul they cannot replace the text itsell as the principal
source of meaning. Similarly, contemporary ideals of gender equality may
raise legitimate questions for contemporary Muslim scholarship, but they
cannot independently determine the legal or semantic content of revelation.

With regard to Qur’an 2:282, the study maintains that the verse should
primarily be interpreted within its specific context of documenting deferred
financial transactions and in light of its explicit rationale concerning the
possibility of error and the function of mutual reminder. The provision
should therefore not be interpreted as a declaration of women’s general
intellectual deficiency or as a universal statement concerning the value of
women's testimony in every legal circumstance. At the same time, its legal
implications cannot simply be reformulated on the basis of changing social
values without establishing an acceptable juristic and methodological hasis
for such reinterpretation.

Ultimately, the study argues that a sound approach to contemporary
CQur’anic interpretation requires a balance between historical awareness and
textual fidelity, Historical consciousness can enrich interpretation by
clarifying contexts and identifying the development of exegetical traditions,
but it should remain subordinate to the methodological principles governing
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the discovery of textual meaning. An adequate interpretation of gender-
related Quranic rulings should therefore integrate the Qur'anic text, reliable
Sunnah, linguistic and contextual evidence, established principles of usul al-
figh, and careful analysis of the subject matter, while avoiding both
uncritical traditionalism and the imposition of contemporary ideological
assumptions upon revelation. Bauver's contribution is consequently most
valuable when read as a eritical history of interpretation, while its theoretical
premises require substantial qualification when used as a normative
methodology for determining the Qur’an’s enduring meaning.
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