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1. Iniroduction

Surah al-Taghabun, the sixtv-fourth chapter of the Qur'an and one of the
Musabbihat chapters, contains a wide range of theological, eschatological,
ethical, social, and economic themes, The diversity of these themes has led
both Muslim exegetes and modern Western Qur'anic scholars to approach the
surah from different methodological perspectives. The present study focuses
specifically on the comparison between Paul Neuenkirchen's interpretation
of Surah al-Taghabun in Le Coran des Historiens and Ayatollah Sayyid Ali
Khamenei's interpretation of the surah.

The research is significant because the two interpreters do not merely
offer different readings of individual verses. Their interpretations are
grounded in different assumptions concerning the nature of the Qur'an, the
refationship  between  revelation  and  history,  textual  coherence,
interiextuality, and the purpose of interpretation. The article itsell identilies
this distinction as the central rationale for undertaking the comparative
analysis.

2. Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative
methodology and relies on library sources. It compares two principal
interpretive texts: Neuenkirchen's treatmemt of Surah al-Taghabun in Le
Coran des Historiens and Khamenei's Tafsir Surah al-Taghabun, The study
also makes use of Qur'anic exegetical works, studies of historical-critical
Qur'anic scholarship, intertextuality studies, and works concerning social
interpretation.

The article explicitly identilies its objective as explaining the similarities
and differences between the Shi‘i social-exegetical approach and the
Orientalist approach in dealing with Surah al-Taghabun.

3. Findings

1. Difterent conceptions of revelation and the arigin of the Chur'anic rext

The most fundamental difference concerns the status of revelation. The
Khamenei-oriented approach treats the Qur'an as divine revelation whose
wording and meaning possess revelatory authority. At the same time, it does
not regard revelation as detached from historical reality; rather. the Qur'an is
understood as a living source of guidance capable of addressing human
circumstances in different periods.,
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Neuenkirchen's approach, by contrast, is situated within the historical-
critical tradition. The article describes this methodology as employing
textual criticism, source criticism, form eriticism, tradition criticism, and
redaction criticism. Within this framework, the Qur'an is studied as a text
emerging within the cultural and religious environment of Late Antiquity.

This distinction is methodologically decisive: one approach begins from
the revelatory nature of the Qur'an and then investigates its contemporary
guidance, whereas the other reconstructs the historical circumstances and
textual relationships through which the Qur'anic text can be historically
explained.

2. Textuwal coberence and sirucfiure

Neuenkirchen's use of redaction eriticism leads him to divide Surah al-
Taghabun into several literary units. He identifies three broad genres and five
more specilic sections, In particular, he considers the length and apparent
discontinuity of some verses as possible indications of different textual
layers or later additions,

The article notes his discussion of verse 9 as a possible secondary
addition and his argument that verses 11, 13, and 16 do not always display
an obyvious logical connection with their immediate surroundings,

Khamenei, however, rejeets the inference that the absence of a single
thematic axis entails structural incoherence. His interpretation regards the
surah as a coherent whole possessing a logical and pedagogical order.
Importantly, he does not necessarily organize the chapter according to a
modern thematic division but identifies a broader educational and
exhortative coherence among its different components.

Thus, the disagreement is not simply over where individual sections
begin and end. It reflects two different conceptions of textual unity:
historical-layered reconstruction on the one hand and theological-
pedagogical coherence on the other.

A The homiletic character of Sural al-Taghabun

One of the most important points of convergence is that both interpreters
recognize the exhortative or homiletic character of the surah.

Neuenkirchen interprets the opening of the surah against the background
of Late Antique religious preaching and Syriac Christian homiletic literature.
He compares the first verses with forms of religious intreduction and praise
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found in Syriac traditions and particularly emphasizes the relationship
between Qur'anic eschatological discourse and earlier Christian traditions,

Khamenei, however, explains the homiletic dimension in terms of
guidance and social transformation. In his interpretation. Qur'anic preaching
does not merely constitute a literary genre. It addresses reason, emotion, and
conscience and prepares the believer to undertake difficult religious and
social responsihilities.

Consequently, the same textual feature receives two  dilferent
explanations, For Neuenkirchen, it primarily provides evidence for the
historical-literary genealogy of the Qur'anic discourse. For Khamenei, it
explains the functional capacity of revelation o educate and mobilize its
audience,

4 The rale of contempaorary application

A distinctive leature of Khamenei's interpretation is the movement [rom
textual understanding toward contemporary application. The article describes
this process through the concept of jary wa tatbig. The Qur'anic text is first
understood in a general conceptual form and is subsequently related to
comerete social circumstances,

This is visible in his treatment of lahu al-mulk, the concept of taghabun,
the lessons derived from previous peoples. the meaning of divine light, and
the warnings concerning social and political conflicts. The article shows that
Khamenei repeatedly connects Qur'anic concepts with the social and
political circumstances of his own historical context.

This interpretive movement constitutes one of the sharpest differences
from the historical-critical approach. The latter primarily reconstructs the
historical meaning and textual environment of the Qur'an, whereas the
former seeks to make the Qur'anic message operational in contemporary
social reality.

3. [nterfextuality

The article also identifies an important contrast concerning intertextuality.
Meuenkirchen interprets Surah al-Taghabun through relationships with pre-
Istamic Jewish and Christian religious literature, Among the texts discussed
are Didascalia Apostolorum, Pauline epistles, Syriac homiletic traditions,
and other Christian materials.

For example, the article notes Newenkirchen's comparison  between
Qur'an 64:7 and Didascalia Apostolorum, as well as his discussion of the
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eschatological dimensions of verse 9 and the possible relationship between
verses 14-15 and Pauline traditions concerning celibacy and family
attachments.

Khamenei does not employ intertextuality in this historical-comparative
sense. Instead, his interpretation draws upon narrations transmitted from the
Ahl al-Bayt as interpretive materials connected with the Qur'an. In this
framework, the Qurian is not explained primarily through pre-Islamic texts
but through authoritative intra-Islamic sources.

4. Conclusion

The comparison demonstrates that the fundamental dilferences between
the two interpretations cannot be reduced to disagreements over individual
verses or structural divisions. Their differences originate primarily in their
respective epistemological assumptions concerning revelation,

Meuenkirchen's historical-critical approach reconstructs the Qur'an within
the literary, religious, and historical environment of Late Antiquity.
Consequently, textual layers, structural discontinuities, and intertextual
relationships become central analytical categories.

Khamenei's approach begins from the divine and authoritative nature of
revelation. Accordingly. the Qur'an is viewed as a living and coherent text
whose guidance can be brought into dialogue with contemporary social and
political reality.

The most significant common ground is their recognition of the homiletic
character of Surah al-Taghabun. Yet even this common point produces
different conclusions because one interprets homiletics genealogically and
historically, whereas the other interprets it functionally and pedagogically.

The article therefore supports the conclusion that the deepest difference
between the two approaches lies not primarily in their treatment of
individual verses but in their conception of the Qur'an itself. This
foundational distinction subseguently determines their methodologies of
structure analysis, intertextual interpretation, historical contextualization,
and contemporary application.
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