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1. Iniroduction

Divine victory and unseen assistance constitute imporiant concepts in the
Qur’anic account of history, particularly in relation to the vietory, endurance,
and historical agency of the community of truth. The present study
approaches  these concepts comparatively by  examining  Orientalist
historical-critical readings alongside the exegetical framework attributed to
Imam Khamenei. The study begins from the premise that the disagreement
between these approaches cannot be reduced merely to differences over the
interpretation of individual Qur'anic verses or historical reports. Rather, the
deeper disagreement concerns the epistemological and methodological
principles that determine what kinds of causes may legitimately enter a
historical explanation, The article explicily identifies methodological
materialism and historical positivism as central elements of the framework
under examination.

2 Methodology

The study is a theoretical and qualitative investigation emploving a
descriptive-analytical approach, comparative analysis, and critical analysis
of interpretive currents, ls purpose is to compare the explanatory capacities
of two different frameworks for understanding divine victory in the Qur’an
rather than to establish the truth or falsity of religious beliefs through an
external methodological standard. The research relies on library-based data
collection. On the Orientalist side. selected works associated with modern
historical-critical Qur'anic studies, including relevant entries in  the
Encvclopaedia of the Qur'an and works of William Montgomery Watt, are
examined, On the other side, the study draws upon the interpretive writings
and statements of Imam Khamenei, including A General Outline of Islamic
Thought in the Qur’an, his interpretations of Surahs al-Mujadilah and al-
Mumtahanah, and related statements concerning divine traditions and divine
assistance. The analytical process consists of four stages: identifying the
conceptual components of divine victory and unseen assistance m Orientalist
interpretations; reconstructing these concepts within Imam Khamenei's
exegetical framework; comparing the two approaches in ontological,
episternological, and methodological terms: and evaluating their explanatory
capacities concerning the relationship between human action, material
vauses; and divine traditions.
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3. Findings

The findings indicate that the Qur’anic conception of divine victory does
not negate material causality or human agency. Rather, it places them within
a broader causal structure in which divine assistance and natural causes stand
in a longitudinal rather than competitive relationship. In this framewaork,
human beings are expected to mobilize their material, intellectual,
organizational, and moral capacities. Faith without responsibility and action
is therefore insufficient for the realization of the promised consequences.
The study particularly emphasizes the relationship between rational
caleulation and reliance upon God. arguing that reliance is not presented as
an alternative to rationality but as an extension of strategic rationality within
a broader conception of reality.

The analvsis of Orientalist approaches focuses particularly on
methodological materialism and historical positivism. According to the article,
methodological naturalism limits historical explanation to observable and
intra-worldly causes, while historical positivism reconstructs the past primarily
through empirically accessible evidence and causal relations. Within such a
framework, reports concerning angelic assistance, unseen intervention, or
divine wvictory may be interpreted as expressions of collective religious
experience, psvchological motivation. social cohesion, or historical and
political circumstances. The article uwses William  Monigomery  Wait's
interpretation of the Batille of Badr as a principal example of a historical
explanation centered on economic, tribal, geopolitical, and military variables,

The study does not deny the explanatory value of historical-critical
analysis. On the contrary, it acknowledges ils capacity 1o reconstruc
historical contexts, social structures, political relations, and human agency.
[ts principal criticism is that methodological naturalism can prevent the
inclusion of elements that the Qur’anic text itself presents as causally
relevant but that fall outside empirical observation. Thus, the problem is not
the use of material causes but their treatment as the exclusive level of
historical explanation.

In contrast. the exegetical framework attributed to Imam Khamenei
conceptualizes divine traditions as stable and law-governed principles
operating within history. Divine assistance does not suspend historical
causality: rather, it operates through a comprehensive structure in which
faith, struggle, planning, patience, and material preparedness constitute the
conditions of historical agency. The resulting conception of power therefore
extends beyond purely military or economic calculations and includes moral
and spiritual capacities as meaningful components of historical action.
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4. Conclusien

The study reaches three principal conclusions. First, the restriction of
academic  explanation to methodological materialism and  historical
positivism can lead to the reduction of Qur’anic claims concerning divine
assistance to psychological, mythological, social, or purely material
phenomena. Second, within Imam Khamenei's interpretive framework,
divine victory is a law-governed and conditional divine tradition that
operates through active human agency rather than replacing it. Third. the
fundamental distinction between the two approaches concerns the scope of
explanation rather than the simple acceptance or rejection of material causes,
The article consequently proposes that the most adequate framework for
studying concepts such as divine victory and unseen assistance should
preserve the analytical achievements of historical scholarship while
remaining capable of engaging with the internal semantic and causal
structure of the Qur’anic worldview.

The principal theoretical contribution of the study therefore lies in
distinguishing methodological validity from explanatory comprehensiveness.
Historical-critical analysis may remain  valuable as a method for
reconstructing historical contexts, vet its explanatory scope becomes limited
when methodological assumptions exclude dimensions that are constitutive
of the Qur’anic account itself. The proposed alternative is not the
abandonment of historical analysis but an expanded model of explanation
capable of relating historical causes, human agency, and divine traditions
within a coherent framework.
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