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M arsis,

Dh}adive:ﬁnnmcqﬂof.ﬁﬂﬂismofﬂ:ﬂmﬁmal points of
challenge betwesn Islamic thouoht and Crientalist studies. Due to i
Medinan natwe and focus on sving order-bmldmg, Sureh 4s-Saf
provides a coberent proumd for elucidating the comprehensive model of
Jifd The objective of this research 15 to extract the model of Jihed m
Surah As-Saffbased on the exegetical thought of Imam Ehamenei and
to critically confromt Onentalist approaches m this regard
'iiefthuiu-]ng}' To achieve these objectives and premsei}r analyze
the views, this research has been conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method along with a comparative-critical approach.
Results: The finding: mdicate that in Imam Khamenei's thought,
.ﬁhm’gcfﬂheyonﬂ 2 meye military action; it 15 a three-dimensional
systemn comprising ontological foundations (Fawhid and Sidy).
structural components (organizational disciplime and  Bawyen
Mursis), and civilizational goals (the completion of divine light and
aiding relizion). In the crtical layer, by anabyzing four key
Orientalist approaches (contextualism, phryzical reductionizm legal
dualizm, and warmeongering essentislizm), this siudy demonstrates
that Onentalists such as Noldeke, Cook, Khaddun, and Lewnis, dus
to their reliance on secular presuppositions and methodelogical
reductiomizm, have failed to comprehend the organic link of Jihad
with Ta=kivah, Fmen, and revelatory rationality.

Conclusion; The central innovation of this adicle is the
presentation of a systematic methodological critique based on
civilization-building exegesis. 1t establishes that, contrary Lo
reductionist Orientalist views, Qur’anic Sifwd 15 by no means a
tocl for secking power; rather, it is redefined and clucidated as a
defensive-cducational doctrine for the liberation of humanity and
confronting anti-monotheistic seditions (Fifmair).
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1. Iniroduction

Jihad is one of the most important and, at the same tme, most contested
comeepts in Islamic and Orientalist studies. Within the Islamic tradition,
jihad is not confined to military confrontation; rather, it denotes a
comprehensive concept encompassing faith, action, sacrifice, organization,
defense of truth, and movement toward the realization of monotheism, By
contrast, parts of Orientalist scholarship have interpreted jihad primarily
through political developments, power relations, warfare, and lerrilorial
expansion. Surah al-Saft’ is particularly significant for reconstructing a
coherent model of jihad because it connects faith, truthfulness, jihad,
organizational unity, and divine assistance. This study seeks to explain the
maodel of jihad in Surah al-Saff on the basis of Avatollah Khamenei’s
interpretive  thought and then critically examine selected Orientalist
approaches to jihad in light of that model. The central question is: what are
the foundations, components, and ends of jihad in Surah al-Saff, and how
can this model challenge reductionist Orientalist readings?

2. Methodology

The study is qualitative in nature and theoretical in purpose. It employs a
descriptive-analytical method with a comparative-critical approach, In the
first stage, Ayatollah Khamenei’s exegetical stalements and wrilings,
particularly his discussions of Surah al-Saff, are examined through thematic
analysis. The themes related to jihad are organized under three categories:
foundations, components, and ends. In the second stage, the extracted model
is used as a reference framework for examining and criticizing Orientalist
interpretations. Data were collected through library research, drawing on
primary Islamic sources, authoritative Qur’anic commentaries, Khamenei's
works and statements, and selected works by Orientalist scholars. The
theovetical framework is a civilization-building approach to Qur’anic
interpretation. Within this framework, the Qur’an is not regarded merely as a
historical text for reconstructing the past, but as a guide for directing human
and social life. Accordingly, the Qur'anic expression “solid structure”
{bunyan marsus) 15 understood as more than a literary or military image; it is
interpreted as a model of social cohesion and organizational unity within the
community of truth,



43 STl i Spraly wi=Naiv i Livti of itie Exegeficad Thowpti | Seved Hamed Alzadeh Mopzavl

3. Findings

Foundations of the Model: The analysis of Surah al-SalT demonstrates
that its model of jihad rests upon several interconnected foundations. First is
the ontological and monotheistic foundation, The surah begins with the
universal glorification of God by all created beings, thereby placing human
action within the horizon of divine sovereignty and lordship. Within this
framework, jihad means aligning human action with the monotheistic
direction of existence and confronting obstacles that stand against the
realization of truth. Divine assistance is not presented as a random
oceurrence but as @ divine tradition whose realization depends upon
objective conditions such as faith, truthfulness, and unified ranks. Belief in
God’s true ownership of human life and property also gives sacrifice in His
path a particular meaning: it becomes the retum of entrusted possessions to
their true Owner,

Second is the anthropological foundation. Human beings are presented as
agents possessing will, choice, and responsibility, whose true identity
becomes visible through the harmony of words and actions, The Qur'anic
rebuke of those who say what they do not do indicates that jihad without
inner and  practical truthfulness lacks the desired value. Truthlfulness
therefore constitutes a fundamental element of the mujahid’s character. The
expression “solid structure” also portrays human beings not as isolated
individuals but as members of a believing community. In this structure. the
dignity and perfection of the mujahid are connected with discipline,
coordination, and participation in a unified rank. The metaphor of “trade”
further emphasizes human choice: people can choose between temporary
gain and lasting benefit and can invest their existential resources in the path
of God.

Third is the epistemological foundation, In the model of Surah al-SafT,
knowledge cannot be separated from action. The mujahid must recognize the
truth of the chosen path, the nature of the opposing front, and the promises
of God. Revelation functions as a roadmap, and jihad is therefore not blind
or directionless action. The opposition between divine light and attempts to
extinguish it also indicates that jihad is not limited to the physical battlefield;
it includes the domains of knowledge, commumecation, clanfication, and
resistance to the distortion of truth. Historical awareness and knowledge of
the adversary are consequently presented as important conditions of
responsible action.
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Components of the Model: The first component is organizational
discipline and collective power, represented by the expression “solid
structure.” In Avatollah Khamenei's interpretation, this expression refers to a
structure whose members remain firm against infiltration and external
pressure and whose scattered forces are united in a single rank. Individual
and unplanned efforts, even when motivated by religious sincerity, are
insufficient for achieving social and civilizational objectives. The second
compoenent s verbal and practical truthfulness, namely the harmony of
speech, intention, and action. Jihad is first an examination of the human self
hefore it becomes an arena of external confrontation. The third component is
the comprehensiveness of jihad and the integration of [inancial and personal
sacrifice. The Qur’anic expression “strive in the way of God with your
wealth and your lives™ demonstrates that participation in jihad is not
restricted to one form and that individuals are expected to contribute their
available resources according to their capacities and responsibilities. The
expression “a trade that will save you™ places such participation within the
horizon of salvation, forgiveness, and a good life.

The fourth component is historical awareness and explanatory struggle.
The references in the surah to Moses and Jesus and to the elforts of their
opponents to extinguish divine light indicate that the confrontation between
truth and falsehood has a historical continuity. In Khamenei’s interpretation,
the mujahid must not remain passive in the face ol propaganda and doubt;
rather, truth must be defended with clarity and awareness. The fifth
component is seeking divine assistance and adherence to divinely guided
leadership, expressed in the command “be helpers of God.™ In this
interpretation. jihad does not occur in a leadership vacuum or without divine
direction, The mujahid must remain prepared to support the religion of God
and to move according to divine guidance.

Ends of the Model: The ends of jihad in Surah al-Saff can be explamed
at three levels, The first is personal and perfection-oriented, associated with
forgiveness, liberation from internal obstacles, great success. and eternal life,
At this level, jihad enables the individual to overcome the limitations of the
self and attachments that prevent spiritual movement. The second is an
immediate and strategic end, expressed through divine assistance and “near
victory.” Divine assistance refers to God's support during the struggle, while
victory represents the resulting opening of difficulties and obstacles. Thus,
the promise of victory in Surah al-Saff is not merely a historical report;
within the framework of this study, it is interpreted as an ongoing and hope-
generating divine wadition. The third is the ultimate civilizational end
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expressed by the phrase “that He may make it prevail over all religion.” In
Khamenei's civilizational reading, this end points toward the establishment
of a monotheistic order, the overcoming of systems of falsehood, and
preparation for a new Islamic civilization. Jihad therefore transcends the
level of a limited conflict and becomes a historical process of constructing
human beings and society.

Critique of Oriemalist Approaches: The swudy examines four major
approaches. The contextualist approach, represented by scholars such as
Nioldeke and Watt, interprets jihad primarily in relation to the political and
social conditions of Medina and the needs of the emerging Islamic polity
rather than as the expression of a divine and transhistorical logic. The study
argues that although historical context is relevant, it cannot by itself explain
the revealed meaning of the wverses. Surah al-Saft connects faith,
truthfulness. divine assistance, and jihad, and its reference to the disciples of
Jesus demonstrates that the logic of supporting God's religion is not confined
to a particular historical situation. The physical reductionist approach,
represented in some analyses by David Cook and Landau-Tasseron, tends to
reduce jihad to warfare and gives less attention to its spiritual and
educational dimensions. The study argues that faith precedes jihad in the
surah and that the “wrade” of jihad is explicitly connected with lorgiveness,
salvation, and eternal life. Separating external jihad from inner formation is
therefore inconsistent with the structure of the surah.

The third approach is the legal dualist approach, which explains jihad
mainly through legal and political relations between Islamic and non-lslamic
territories. In response, the study emphasizes that the end of jihad in Surah
al-Satt is not the torced imposition of belief upon people, but resistance to
forces that seek to extinguish divine light and establish oppression., The
expression “solid strueture™ likewise mdicates eohesion of the community of
truth under pressure and aggression rather than an inherently expansionist
posture, The reference to the disciples of Jesus further demonstrates that the
Qur'anic division is not simply between Muslims and non-Muslims; its
central axis is the opposition between truth and falsehood. The fourth
approach is essentialist and war-centered. By emphasizing selected combat
verses, this approach connects jihad with violence and, in some
interpretations, with terrorism. The study responds by distinguishing moral
firmness from blind violence, Qur’anie jihad, as reconstructed in this model,
rests upon Taith, insight, truthfulness, discipline, and divine assistance,
whereas terrorism is presented as a departure from ethical and divine limits,
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4. Conclusien

The study concludes that, in the light of Avatollah Khamenei’s
interpretive  thought, Surah al-Safl presents jihad as an educational,
epistemological, social, and civilizational system. This system begins with
monotheisim, is strengthened by inner truthfulness and insight, reaches social
organization through the “solid structure,” expands through financial and
personal sacrifice and explanatory struggle, and ultimately leads toward
divine assistance, near viclory, and the prevalence of truth. The central
criticism directed at Orientalist approaches is therefore that, by removing or
marginalizing one of the links in this chain, they transform jihad into a
phenomenon that is merely historical, military, legal, or violent. The
principal contribution of the study lies in proposing a systematic critical
framework based on a civilization-building interpretation of the Qur'an,
Within the logic of the arficle, this [ramework understands jihad not as an
instrument of power-seeking but as a defensive, educational, and liberating
doctrine directed toward the realization of monotheism and resistance to
oppression and destructive forms of sedition.
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