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1. Iniroduction

Orientalism has historically developed from a field concerned with the
study of the East into a broader epistemic formation that, in some of its
manifestations, became interiwined with political power, colonial
administration, cultural representation, and the construction of an unequal
relationship between the West and the societies described as Eastern. The
present study focuses specifically on colonial Orientalism and examines it
not merely as an academic tradition but as part ol a wider structure of
domination involving political. economic, cultural, epistemic, and
representational dimensions,

The article identifies a transformation in the historical forms of colonial
domination. Classical colonialism operated primarily through direct
territorial occupation and political control. Modern colonialism increasingly
relied on dependent elites, economic structures, and political influence,
while more recent discussions of postmodern or postcolonial forms of
domination emphasize globalization, cultural standardization, media,
education, knowledge production, and the shaping of identities and values.
Within this framework, colonial Orientalism is interpreted as one mechanism
through which representations of Islam and Iran may contribute to the
reproduction of asymmetrical power relations.

The central research problem is therefore how a Qur’anic framework for
confronting such forms of domination can be formulated through the
intellectual framework of the late Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei. The
article asks what constitutes the Qur’anic model of confronting colonial
Orientalism in his thought and how such a model can respond to epistemic,
cultural, and political mechanisms of domination.

The study situates itself within previous works dealing with modern
colopialism, postmodern colonialism, systems of domination, Qur’anic
approaches to confronting external threats, and Orientalist studies.
According to the article, previous studies have generally concentrated either
on colonialism as a political phenomenon or on Orientalism and related
educational and intellectual issues. The distinctive contribution claimed by
the present study is its attempt to connect colonial Orientalism with Qur’anic
principles and with the comemporary civilizational interpretation found in
the thought of the late Avatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei.



111 e Chvr wnie Maoded for Confroating Cofosisd Orfeniativa in the . | Bagheér Rlahimchr

2 Methodology

The study employs an analytical-interpretive method. s primary textual
corpus consists of relevant Qur’anic verses and their treatment in exegetical
literature, while statements by the late Ayarollah Sayvid All Khamenei
constitute the principal contemporary intellectual material through which the
Qur’anic principles are interpreted in relation to current conditions, The
study also draws wupon literature conceming colonialism, modemn
colonialism, postmodern  colonialism,  Orientalism,  Islamophobia,
Iranophobia, psychological warfare, and cultural domination.

The analytical procedure proceeds conceptually rather than statistically.
First, the article defines colonialism and distinguishes its classical, modern,
and postmodern forms. It then conceptualizes colonial Orientalism as a
dimension of broader domination, particularly  through  knowledge
production, cultural represemation, identity construction, and the formation
of an unequal relationship between the West and the Muslim world.
Subsequently, relevant Qur’anic principles are examined, particularly enemy
recognition, rejection of domination, dignity, unity, and justice. Finally, these
principles are read alongside selected statements by the late Avatollah Sayyid
Ali Khamenei in order to formulate a multidimensional model of resistance.

The article therefore does not employ guantitative measurement or
statistical analysis. Its principal analytical operation is the conceptual and
interpretive  connection of Qurlanic principles with contemporary
manifestations of domination and with the selected intellectual statements of
the late Avatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei.

3. Findings

The first major finding is that the concept of colonialism employed in the
article extends bevond direct territorial oeccupation.  Colonialism s
conceptualized as a multilayered structure of political, economic, cultural,
and cpistemic domination. In this broader framework, colonial Orientalism
constitutes a form of epistemic domination because representations of Islam
and Iran can participate in constructing an inferiorized “other” and in
establishing external standards for interpreting identity, development,
rationality, and political order. The article consequently connects classical
colonialism with modern and postmodern mechanisms of domination,

The second major finding coneerns Qur’anic enemy recognition. The
article argues that the Qur'an does not conceptualize the enemy merely
through political labels but through characteristics such as arrogance,
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distortion of truth, division, and syvstematic oppression. The Qur’anic
narratives concerning Pharach and the treatment of the Children of Israel are
employed to illustrate domination as a structure involving arrogance,
fragmentation, and the systematic production of vulnerability. The discussion
of Qur’anic verses concerning relations with hostile groups is likewise used
to distinguish between ordinary human relations and organized aggression.
On this basis, enemy recognition becomes an epistemic prerequisite for
resistance  because  effective  resistance  requires  understanding  the
mechanisms through which domination is reproduced,

The third finding is that rejection of domination and the principle of
dignily provide the normative [oundation of political and cultural
independence. The article particularly emphasizes Qur'an 4:141 and the
principle commonly associated with the rejection of a path of domination
over believers. In the article’s interpretation, this principle extends beyond
military occupation and encompasses forms of political, economic,
intellectual, and cultural dependency that establish enduring structhures of
domination. The concept of dignity likewise provides a positive foundation
for independence: a community that derives its wvalues and self-
understanding from external centers of power becomes wulnerable to
intellectual and cultural domination. Independence therefore involves not
isolation from the world but the preservation of autonomous intellectual,
cultural, political, and scientific agency.

The fourth finding concerns cultural invasion and alienation. The article
interprets cultural domination as particularly effective when an external
system of values becomes an internal criterion for defining truth. progress,
rationality, and identity. In this context, cultural alienation is not reduced to
the adoption of particular external technologies or cultural products, Rather,
it is understood as a transfer of epistemic and normative authority from an
Islamic intellectual framework to an external dominant framework., The
Qur'anic verses discussed in the article are used to support the necessity of
preserving the authority of divine guidance and resisting forms of
intellectual dependence.

The fifth finding concerns psychological and media warfare. The article
connects contemporary colonial mechanisms with the production of
narratives, representations, and perceptions. Colonial domination therefore
does not necessarily require visible military intervention; it may operate
through media, education, psychological operations, and the construction of
collective perceptions. The thought of the late Avatollah Sayyid Ali
Khamenei is presented as emphasizing awareness, interpretive clarification,
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and the development of independent media and intellectual capacities as
responses to such forms of domination,

The sixth finding is the central role assigned to Islamic unity. The article
interprets Qur’anic injunctions concerning attachment to the divine bond,
avoidance of internal conflict, and reconciliation among believers as
foundations for managing internal differences. Unity is not presented as the
elimination of intellectual or jurisprudential diversity. Rather, it is
understood as  preventing  differences from  becoming mechanisms  of
permanent social fragmentation, sectarian hostility, and political weakness.
The article connects this principle with the contemporary argument that
colomial strategies can exploil internal divisions within Muslim societies.
Islamic unity is consequently conceptualized as a component of
civilizational resistance,

The seventh major finding concerns social justice. The article identifies
justice as one of the principal foundations of Islamic civilizational
reconstruction and connects it with the Quranic purpose of establishing
justice among human beings. Justice is treated not simply as an ethical virtue
but as a structural principle involving law, political authority, economic
relations, knowledge, and legitimate defensive power. Within this
framework, the mternal realization of justice 15 itsell part of resistance to
external domination because a society characterized by internal oppression
and structural injustice remains vulnerable to external influence.

The article further emphasizes the relationship between knowledge and
faith. Drawing on statements by the late Avatollah Sayvid Ali Khamenei, it
argues that scientific power can become an instrument of domination when
detached from ethical and religious responsibility. Accordingly, confronting
epistemic domination requires neither rejection of science nor isolation from
global knowledge. Rather, it requires developing independent scientific
capacity and restoring an integrated relationship between knowledge and
ethical-religious commitments,

Taken together, these [indings establish a multidimensional model
consisting of enemy recognition, rejection of domination, preservation of
dignity and independence. reconstruction of Islamic identity. intellectual and
media awareness, management of internal differences, Islamic unity, social
justice, and civilizational reconstruction. The article thus moves from a
defensive understanding of resistance toward a constructive conception in
which resistance is connected with the production of knowledge,
institutional justice, cultural confidence, and civilizational capacity.
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4. Conclusien

The study concludes that the Qurianic model of confronting colonial
Orientalism in the thought of the late Ayatollah Sayvid Ali Khamenei is not
reducible to political reaction or criticism of Western representations of
[slamm. It constitutes a multidimensional civilizational framework in which
colonialism is understood as a continuing structure of domination whose
contemporary  forms may include modern colonialism, postmodern
mechanisms of influence. epistemic domination, psychological warfare,
Islamophobia, and Iranophobia.

The Qurianic foundations identified by the article include enemy
recognition, rejection of domination, Islamic dignity, independence, unity,
and justice. In the contemporary intellectual framework examined by the
study, these principles are extended into practical areas including resistance
to cultural alienation, strengthening ol intelleclual and media awareness,
management of sectarian differences, development of scientific capacity,
social justice, and civilizational reconstruction.

The principal answer to the research question is therefore that confronting
colonial Orientalism requires simultaneous action at several interconnected
levels: epistemic, cultural, media, political, social, and civilizational. The
article’s principal contribution lies in bringing these dimensions together
within a Qur’anic framework and interpreting them through the
contemporary thought of the late Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei. Its
ultimate argument is that effective resistance to epistemic and cultural
domination requires not only rejection of external domination but also the
internal reconstruction of identity, knowledge, justice, unity, and
civilizational capacity.
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