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1. Iniroduoction

Qur'anic manuscript studies constitute an important  dimension  of
comtemporary Qur anic studies and have developed significantly within both
Muslim and Orientalist scholarship, Although Muslim  scholars have
investigated the Qur’anic codex from early periods through disciplines such
as Qur’anic readings (qird at}, orthography (rasm), vocalization and notation
{dabt). recitation. calligraphy, and related sciences, Orientalist approaches
have increasingly emphasized the material, historical. and empirical
dimensions of the Qur'anic manuscript. The article argues that differences
between Muslim and  Orientalist approaches are particularly visible in
methods used to investigate the authenticity and dating of Qur’anic
manuscripts.  The development of  empirical  techniques, especially
manuscript analysis and radiocarbon dating, has consequently expanded the
scope of contemporary Qur’anic manuscript research,

The study focuses on the objectives, dimensions, historical stages, and
broader implications of Orientalist manuscript studies for the Qur’anic
sciences, It seeks first to examine the various aspects and functions of
manuscript research, particularly in Orientalist scholarship, and then to
investigate its potential effects on the sty of the Qurian. The aricle
identifies a research gap in previous studies: earlier works have generally
concentrated either on broad trends in contemporary Qur'anic studies or on
individual manuscripts, such as the San'd manuscript. In contrast, the
present study proposes a comprehensive framework that organizes the
technical dimensions of manuscript studies into twelve categories and
classifies the historical development of Western manuscript scholarship into
51X stages,

2. Methedology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on a
comparative and historical approach. It begins by clarifving the concepts of
mushat and codicology and by examining the relationship between
manuscript studies and the broader discipline of Qur’anic sciences.
Codicology is understood as the study of a book as a material object,
independent of its content, including such issues as the materials and
instruments used in writing. the physical characteristics of manuscripts, and
their dating.

The study then examines the objectives attributed to Orientalist
manuscript research, including the search for manuscripts other than the
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received Qur'anic text and the critical examination of traditional Muslim
accounts concerning the compilation of the Qur'an. It also considers
manuscript research as an empirical method in contrast to earlier historical
and hadith-based approaches to the study of Qur’anic codices,

For analytical purposes, the article divides the study of a Qur'anic
manuscript into twelve principal dimensions: the history of the manuscript,
script, supervisory committee, orthography (rasm), notation (dabt), Qur’anic
readings (qird @), verse numbering, division of verses, names of surahs,
pause and commencement marks, manuscript illumination, and the
translation and interpretation of Qur anic verses in the manuscript.

Finally, the historical development of Orientalisi manuscript studies is
reconstructed through six stages: initial acquaintance with the Qur anic
codex: collection of Qur’anic manuscripts and the beginning of specialized
research;  formation of Qurlanic historical studies; the emergence of
skepticism concerning the reliability of the Qur’anic text associated
particularly with John Wansbrough and his followers; the discovery of early
manuscripts and renewed attention to the historical reliability of the Qur’anic
text: and. finally, the development of collaborative and interdisciplinary
research projects,

3. Findings

The study produces several prineipal findings. First, Qur’anic manuscript
studies are not restricted to the physical identification or preservation of
manuseripts. They encompass a broad range of technical, historical, textual,
and interpretive dimensions. The twelve-part framework demonstrates that a
Qur’anic manuscript can be examined through its historical background,
seript, orthography, notation, readings. verse numbering. surah organization,
punctuation and pause systems, artistic decoration, and the translation and
interpretation of its contents.

Second. the article identifies six |historical stages in  Orientalist
manuscript research. The first stage concerns acquaintance with the Qur'anic
codex: the second involves collecting manuscripts and establishing
specialized manuscript research; the third corresponds to the emergence of
historical studies of the Qur'an: the fourth is associated with the
development of skepticism about the reliability and history of the Qur’anie
text, particularly through the work of John Wansbrough and his followers;
the fifth involves the discovery and examination of carly manuscripts,
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including the San'a’ and Mashhad manuscripts; and the sixth is
characterized by organized, collaborative research on Qur'anic manuscripts,

Third, the research highlights the growing importance of empirical and
scientific techniques in modern manuseript studies, Traditional and modem
approaches o determining the age of manuscripts are distinguished, with
radiocarbon dating presented as one of the important modern technigues.
The article notes that such methods have contributed to new developments in
the historical study of Qur’anic manuscripts. It also discusses the historical
evolution of Qur'anic scripts, beginning with Hijazi and Kufic forms and
extending to later scripts such as Naskh, Rayhani, and Nasta Iig.

Fourth, the study gives particular attention to the sixth stage of
manuscript research, characterized by collective and interdisciplinary
projects. Qur'anic encyclopedias and the Corpus Coranicum project are
presented as important examples. The latter, initiated in 2007, works with
thousands of pages of early Quranic manuscripts and incorporates several
research components: the study and dating of ancient manuscripis,
investigation of variant readings, reconstruction of the historical context of
the Qur’anic text, and historical-analytical interpretation of the Qur’an.

Fifth, the Corpus Coranicum project illustrates the expansion of
manuscript research from purely material and historical questions toward
broader interpretive objectives. Its  first  section  investigates  ancient
manuscripts and their dating, including the use of carbon-14; its second
section examines variant readings and thereby approaches the oral history of
the Qur'anic text; its third section reconstructs the historical context of the
Qur'an through archaeological inscriptions and pre-Tslamic religious texts;
and its fourth section provides a historical-analytical treatment of the Qur’an
within its historical context.

Sixth, the article argues that the ultimate objective of Orientalist
manuscript research, in the author’s assessment, extends beyond manuseript
description and historical reconstruction. The broader objective is presented
as the preparation of a comprehensive basis for a new interpretation of the
characteristics and concepts of the Qur’an, an interpretation intended for a
global audience, including Muslims. The author connects this objective to
the intellectual authority acquired by Orientalist scholarship in the study of
religions and particularly the Qur’an,

Seventh, the study observes that Qurianic encyclopedias have become
significant vehicles for collaborative Orientalist scholarship on manuscripts.
Entries dealing with Arabic script, calligraphy, suhuf, Qur’anic inscriptions,
the mushaf, Quranic manuscripts, writing materials, and the relationship
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between the Qur'an and art and architecture demonstrate the breadth of
contemporary manuscript-oriented research.

4. Conclusion

The swdy concludes that Qurianic manuseript  research 15 a
multidimensional field whose significance extends across the history,
material form, textual transmission, reading traditions, and interpretation of
the Qur'an. From the perspective developed in the article, Orientalist
manuscripl studies have passed through six historical stages. culminating in
collaborative and interdisciplinary projects designed to examine Qur'anic
manuscripts comprehensively. At the same time, the study of a Qur'anic
codex itsell encompasses twelve principal dimensions. ranging  from
manuscript history and script to orthography, notation, readings, verse
numbering, surah organization, illumination, translation, and interpretation.

The article further concludes that modern Orientalist manuscript studies
increasingly combine traditional historical investigation with empirical and
technological methods, including manuscript analysis and radiocarbon
dating. Large-scale collaborative initiatives such as Corpus Coranicum
demonstrate how the field has moved from the study of individual
manuscripts toward systematic investigation of the written and oral history
of the Qur’anic text, its historical environment, and its interpretation.

Ultimately, the article interprets the development of Orientalist mushaf
studies as part of a broader imtellectual project aimed at establishing the
foundations for a historical and critical interpretation of the Qur’an. Its
principal contribufion lies in providing a structured account of the objectives,
twelve dimensions, and six historical stages of this field, while emphasizing
the connection between techmical manuscript research, large-scale
collaborative projects, and subsequent approaches to Quiranic interpretation,
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