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Comparative examination of topics shared between the
Qur’an and the Biblical scriptures represents one of the most
effective methods for addressing the claim that the Qur’an
borrowed from earlier scriptures. Furthermore, exploring the
Qur’an’s scientific references revealed through such
comparative studies continues to captivate researchers
worldwide and prompts every fair-minded individual to
reflect on the origin of these miraculous insights. This study
undertakes a comparative investigation of the concept of
celestial beings in the Qur’an and the Bible, outlining the
structural and substantive similarities and differences
between these two texts. The findings show that while
certain attributes ascribed to angels in the Bible resemble
those found in the Qur’an, there are also notable differences.
For example, the Bible often portrays God as equal to the
angels, whereas the Qur’anic verses are entirely free from
such polytheistic implications. A fundamental distinction is
that, unlike the Bible which only mentions angels as celestial
beings, certain Qur’anic verses (such as references to
dabbah) contain indications of material, living creatures in
the heavens. Moreover, based on linguistic, exegetical
analyses and traditions interpreting these verses, expressions
like “man fi al-samawat” and “al-‘alamin” suggest the
existence of intelligent communities in other worlds —
entities humanity has yet to encounter.
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Problem Statement

The comparative examination of various topics between the Quran and the
Scriptures is one of the most effective methods to address the suspicion that
the Quran is derived from the Scriptures. Additionally, reviewing the scientific
allusions of the Quran, which become apparent through these comparative
studies, has always attracted researchers globally and prompts any free-
thinking individual to ponder the origins of these scientific miracles. This
study focuses on the theme of “celestial beings” in the Quran and the
Scriptures, highlighting the similarities and differences in the structure and
content of the two texts in this area. The findings indicate that some
characteristics attributed to angels in the Scriptures have similarities with
those in the Quran, while there are also notable differences. The association
of God with angels occurs frequently in various phrases of the Torah, a notion
that the Quranic verses cleanse themselves of such polytheistic expressions. A
fundamental difference between the Quran and the Scriptures is that, unlike
the Scriptures, which refer only to angels as celestial beings, some verses of

the Quran contain implications (&l>) suggesting the existence of beings with a

material nature in the heavens. Furthermore, linguistic and interpretative
studies, as well as narrations related to the interpretation of relevant verses,
indicate that terms such as “man fi al-samawat” (who is in the heavens) and
“al-a’lamin” (the worlds) suggest the existence of rational societies in other

realms that human knowledge has yet to uncover.

Objective

By reviewing the references in the Quran on various topics, it becomes
evident that the Quran, as the last revealed book to the Prophet (PBUH),
contains new content not mentioned in previous heavenly scriptures. As
human knowledge advances in various sciences, the multifaceted scientific
miracles of the Quran become increasingly clear and are recognized by

Muslim and non-Muslim researchers, interpreters, and thinkers.

Research Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method to conduct a
comparative study of the views of the Quran and the Scriptures regarding
celestial beings. It seeks to determine the perspectives of the Quran and the
Holy Scriptures on this scientific topic, what commonalities and differences
exist, and how these points of convergence manifest. The main research
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question is: To what extent does the description of celestial beings and their
roles and functions in existence as presented in the Scriptures align with the

teachings of the Quran and the realities of existence?

Findings and Conclusion

The findings of this research reveal that the references in the Quran and the
Scriptures regarding celestial beings exhibit both similarities and differences.
The similarity between the Quran and the Scriptures concerning celestial
beings lies in both heavenly books mentioning the existence of angels and
specifying characteristics for them. They describe angels as spiritual creatures
created before humans, who are always facing God, praising Him, possessing
wings, ascending in the heavenly realm, and bearing God's throne.
Furthermore, references to angels close to God are among the similarities
between the Quran and the Scriptures. Conversely, specific details regarding
the duties of angels depicted in the Scriptures as compared to the Quran may
have undergone alterations. Additionally, many phrases in the Torah equating
God with angels are portrayed, which the Quran explicitly rejects, thus

purifying itself from such polytheistic expressions.
On the other hand, a fundamental difference between the Quran and the

Scriptures refers to the scientific allusions in the Quran to the existence of
celestial organisms and extraterrestrial intelligent entities. Investigations
conducted on the term “aly” indicate that the Quran clearly discusses the
existence of living beings other than angels in the heavens. Therefore, the
existence of celestial beings is acknowledged in the Quran, which hints at a
truth that will come to fruition in the future. Linguistic, interpretative studies
and reviews of relevant narrations regarding the term “:._«JLsJI” and the
phrase “man fi al-samawat” indicate the presence of realms beyond humans,
inhabited by conscious celestial beings whose nature remains unknown to

humanity. This Quranic reference could establish a foundation for scientific
inquiry aimed at discovering these intelligent celestial entities in the future.
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